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Cameroon 


Reaction to Biya’s Speech to National Assembly 


Opposition Leader Comments 


AB2806203091 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1230 GMT 27 Jun 91 


[Text] There wiil be no national conference in 
Cameroon. President Paul Biya reaffirmed this in his 
address to the National Assembly this morning. Reac- 
tions were quick to come from the opposition. The 
chairman of the Union of Democratization Forces of 
Cameroon, Victora Ameni Biole, recently talked to us on 
the telephone, and Rene Rank asked him if despite his 
refusal to authorize a national conference, President 
Paul Biya is somehow trying to be conciliatory to them. 


[Begin recording] [Biole] I think he will be going too far 
if he continues to refuse to authorize a national confer- 
ence, which is one of the most profound aspirations of 
the people at this moment. For him to say in a rather 
short address that a national conference would be 
without purpose is rather shocking, especially as it is 
known that for practically one week now, Cameroonians 
have been making great sacrifices. Cameroonians are 
telling him through the Dead Cities campaign that the 
national conference is an essential demand. He persists 
and [word indistinct]. 


[Rank] What will be your attitude regarding the civil 
disobedience campaign that you recently launched? 


[Biole] You understand that this campaign will go very 
far. The Operation Dead Cities will not stop: we will ask 
Cameroonians to persist and give massive support to this 
Dead Cities campaign. This will constitute sufficient 
pressure on Mr. Biya to make him change his mind. [end 
recording] 


I would like to add that officials of the Cameroonian 
Opposition will be meeting tomorrow at Bouya, in south- 
eastern Cameroon. During this meeting, they will decide 
upon a common position. 


Douala Situation ‘Extremely Tense’ 


LD2806175891 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[Text] The situation is extremely tense in Cameroon 
after President Biya rejected holding a national confer- 
ence demanded by the opposition. Incidents have mul- 
tiplied in the past hours, in particular in Douala, where 
there are dead and wounded. More details now from 
Jerome Bastion: 


[Bastion] President Biya’s speech yesterday resulted in 
dozens of injured in the country and several dead in 
Douala. This morning I was able to count three dead in 
(La Quinquinie) hospital mortuary. One had been shot 
and the other two tortured and beaten to death; a 
six-year-old is unconscious with a bullet in his head. The 
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(Sopolizo) clinic also has one person killed by gunfire 
and a girl whose leg was amputated. Perple suffering 
bullet wounds arrived all through the night. Medical 
personnel treat people the best they can. 


In the middle of a wide Douala avenue | saw the body of 
man who had been shot several times. It is difficult to drive 
in the streets of popuiar districts because of the number of 
stones, burned tires, and car wrecks. Naturally the city is 
entirely paralyzed and isolated. For the past two days it has 
been impossible to get gas, and access to the airport is 
possible only under police escort. To cross town by car one 
has to drive 2C kms an hour with hazard lights flashing and 
a camera obviously displayed, but it 1s better to be accom- 
panied by an independent Cameroonian journalist. 
Groups of youngsters pick on you accusing Francois Mit- 
terrand of supporting Paul Biya and the French press of 
being too restrained. The demonstrators’ immediate anger 
has overtaken the rudimentary organization of the oppo- 
sition. 


The opposition met this afternoon in Buea, 60 km from 
Douala at the foot of Mount Cameroon, to coordinate its 
response. It is to react to the head of state’s remarks and 
decide on the action to be taken in the coming days. This 
is Jerome Bastion from AITV reporting from Douala for 
RFI. 


Douala Death Toll Rises 


AB2806174991 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{Text} Trouble in Cameroon has escalated as President 
Biya digs in his heels over opposition demands for a 
national conference. He issued a firm no when he 
addressed the National Assembly yesterday. The eco- 
nomic shutdowns and the opposition’s Ghost Town and 
Dead Country Operations have continued and spread. 
So have demonstrations and protests on the streets, 
particularly in the port city of Douala, where there have 
been more clashes and a rising death toll, as Boh Herbert 
reports in this telex from Cameroon: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] According to inde- 
pendent reports from Douala, nine people have been 
shot dead and at least 20 others injured in violent clashes 
in the city since President Biya’s speech yesterday. 
However, the state-owned radio in French has made no 
mention of any disturbances, and the English-language 
news says only that one person has been confirmed dead. 


Douala has been described as being under siege with 
hundreds of heavily armed paramilitary troops trying to 
dismantle barricades of flaming tires and wrecked cars. 
Yesterday evening, thousands of angry demonstrators 
attacked and burned down the residence of one of the 
town’s district mayors. They also looted a branch of the 
local Meridian Bank, stole the safe, but having failed to 
open it returned and set the bank and safe on fire. In 
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another neighborhood, three security officers were cor- 
nered, beaten up, disarmed, and stripped of all their 
clothing, including their underpants, and advised to run 
for their lives. The car of the senior police superinten- 
dent was also burned. 


Elsewhere in the country, the protests have not seen the 
same violence. Bafoussam, Bamenda, Limbe, Kumba, 
and Mbouda continue to observe the Ghost Town oper- 
ation. Yaounde remained calm, and the two northern 
towns of Maroua and Ngaoundere have resumed normal 
activities. Meanwhile, the Coordination of Opposition 
Parties, which is organizing the strikes and was supposed 
to convene in Buea today, had its meeting banned by an 
order signed by Cameroon's minister of territorial 
administration. [end recording] 


More on Douala Demonstrations 


AB2806205091 Dakar PANA in English 1918 GMT 
28 Jun 91 


[Text] Yaounde, 28 June (CAMNEWS/PANA)— 
Cameroon's territorial administration minister, Gilbert 
Tsoungui, Friday banned all public meetings by the coali- 
tion of opposition parties throughout the country. A decree 
signed by him said the government had tolerated the 
activities of the opposition party m.cetings in the hope that 
they would respect the law. However, the minister said, the 
members of the coalition since 17 June had engaged in 
activities like the economic blockade of Yaounde and the 
Ghost Town campaign, with the objective of causing urban 
terror and destabilising the existing institutions. 


On their part, the coalition has postponed a meeting to 
have been held in Buea, the south-eastern Cameroon 
provincial capital. The meeting has been postponed 
because of the tense situation at Douala. The coalition 
was to have adopted a new strategy to force government 
to convene a national political conference. 


Official sources said Douala has been rocked by a wave 
of violent demonstrations since Thursday's rejection by 
President Paul Biya of the call for a national political 
conference. Reports from Douala say a young man had 
been shot dead during clashes between the demonstra- 
tors and the police. In some streets, roads have been 
blocked with vehicles and ¢cbris while the houses of 
certain officials have been burnt. 


Seven Reported Dead 
AB2906142691 Paris AFP in English 1331 GMT 
29 Jun 91 


[Text] Yaounde, June 29 (AFP)}—The Cameroon Gov- 
ernment on Friday declared the opposition’s coordi- 
nating committee illegal after bloody clashes which left 
seven dead in the country’s economic capital, Douala, 
according to official sources. 
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Several dozen people were also wounded in the fighting, 
which broke out on Thursday in a working class neigh- 
borhood of Douala, a stronghold of the opposition, after 
President Paul Biya rejected calls for a national confer- 
ence on Cameroon's future. 


The situation was calm in Yaounde and Douala early 
Saturday and supplies were being delivered again after 
being cut off for several days by opposition protestors. 


The Ministry of Territorial Administration ordered the 
coordinating committee of the country’s newly formed 
Opposition parties, which have been demanding a 
national conference to map out political reform, to halt 
all activity throughout Cameroon. 


Despite being told to call off all meetings and demon- 
strations, the committee has maintained its call for a 
protest at the presidential palace in the capital Yaounde 
next Friday. The Territorial Administration Ministry 
accused the opposition’s coordinating committee of 
employing “methods of terrorist action, characterized by 
violence, vandalism, pyromania, civil disobedience, dis- 
rupting the free movement of people and goods and 
public security and order.” Most employees and shop- 
keepers were on strike in Douala, where protestors on 
Thursday set fire to a district mayor's home and a bank. 


The coordinating committee, which represents the coun- 
iry’s major opposition groups, has organized a campaign of 
strikes to press for the convening of a national conference. 
It has called for a suspension of the strikes on Saturday and 
Sunday to allow people to purchase food and other neces- 
sities before the start of the working week. 


PSP Calls on President To Form Union Government 


AEB 2¥96182691 Yaounde CRTV Radio Network 
in French 1900 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[Communique by the Party for People’s Solidarity issued 
in Yaounde on 28 June] 


[Text] The National Political Bureau of the Party for 
People’s Solidarity [PSP] met yesterday after President 
Paul Biya’s speech to the National Assembly. The Polit- 
ical Bureau understood from the head of state’s address 
that he politically desires to continue the democratiza- 
tion process and is prepared to hold a dialogue and 
engage in consultations. It also believes that the refusal 
to set a date for elections and the concern to elaborate a 
truly democratic electoral code leaves the door open for 
postponing the elections and discussions on their control 
by a Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement govern- 
ment causing the democratic process to permanently fall 
short of its objective. 


The PSP National Political Bureau, however, believes 
that the solemnity and firmness of the tone of this 
address toward the advocates of a sovereign national 
conference automatically creates the fear that its prin- 
cipal impact on the country will be to develop tensions 
and confrontations. That is why the PSP has clearly 
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chosen, in this dangerous situation, to immediately 
search for a constructive solution to safeguard peace and 
continue the democratic policy. 


The PSP suggests to the president of the Republic that a 
national union government worthy of this name be 
urgently formed so that the legislative elections under 
preparation could benefit from a minimal credibility. A 
commission open to all the main political viewpoints in 
the country should also be established to revise the 
Constitution. 


The PSP proposes to the opposition parties that the 
leaders’ watchwords and the erroneous strategy of show- 
down be immediately renounced in order to restore 
dialogue and peace. It is not late, it is not too late to 
make this courageous choice in the supreme interests of 
the people and the country. 


Opposition Coordinating Committee Declared Illegal 


AB2806174091 Yaounde CRTV Radio Network 
in French 1700 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[Text] The minister of territorial administration has just 
signed an order declaring invalid the so called Coordi- 
nating Committee of Opposition Parties and Associa- 
tions. Until it is legalized, this association is banned 
from engaging in any activities throughout the nation. 


Further on Opposition Ban; Unrest in Douala 


EA2806185091 Yaounde CRTV Radio Network 
in English 1800 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[Text] The National Coordination of Opposition Parties 
and Associations in Cameroon has been banned. An 
order issued today by the minister of territorial admin- 
istration calls on provincia! administrative and security 
authorities to see to its effective implementation. The 
order stipulates that no authorization be issued to the 
Coordination to hold rallies or public meetings. 


Meanwhile, there have been reports of unrest in the 
Littoral Province in reaction to the president's speech 
yesterday. According to our Douala correspondent, 
about five people are feared dead, with much material 
damage done. The residence of the mayor of Douala’s 
Second District is said to have been burned down 
alongside the CPDM [Cameroon People’s Democratic 
Movement] party house at Quartier Milon. Demonstra- 
tors have reportedly set up roadblocks across several 
streets in the city. Similar unrest has been reported in 
Nkongsamba, Yabassi, and Edea. 


On the contrary, traditional :ulers in Maroua have sent a 
motion of support to President Paul Biya. The head of 
State yesterday told Parliament that convening a 
national conference was out of the question and instead 
invited the opposition to prepare for early legislative 
elections. 
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Opposition ‘Toughening’ Stand 
AB3006145091 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 29 Jun 91 


[Text] In Cameroon, the political game is toughening in 
response to the intransigence of the government, which 
yesterday decided to declare illegal the opposition’s 
coordinating body. The latter in turn has decided to 
toughen its stand, despite military reinforcements in 
regions supporting the opposition. On the line from 
Yaounde, Herbert Boh gives us more information: 


[Begin Boh recording] More decided than ever, the 
leaders of about 20 political parties and 10 democratic 
associations will meet in Douala for a meeting of utmost 
importance. On the agenda is the new line of conduct 
following President Biya’s speech. Except for a last 
minute surprise, one can expect these various opposition 
leaders to adopt the plan proposed by the preparatory 
meeting at Boya. The new plan can be relayed in one 
sentence: The government has hardened its stand; we 
will also do the same. 


In addition to continuing to plan the march on the 
Presidential Palace on 5 July in Yaounde, the Boya 
meeting planned for the organization of similar marches 
on the governors’ residences in the provinces. The situ- 
ation therefore remains explosive, despite appeals for the 
reopening of dialogue and the formation of a national 
union government made by the leader of the Party for 
Solidarity With the People—Union of Cameroonian 
Peoples, an opposition party close to the government. 
[end recording] 


As you may have just heard from this report by Herbert 
Boh, the statement yesterday by the minister of territo- 
rial administration that the opposition coordination was 
illegal did not call into question the opposition’s call for 
demonstrations. The opposition will resume its Dead 
City campaign on | July, and it also called for a demon- 
stration at the Presidential Palace on 5 June. 


As I was just telling you, the government statement that 
the opposition coordination was illegal did not at all 
daunt the opposition’s determination to continue its acts 
of civil disobedience. This Cameroonian Government 
statement prompted reactions, notably from the presi- 
dent of the Cameroonian Human Rights Organization, 
Mr. Tchougang, who describes this government measure 
as a real deadlock: 


[Begin Tchougang recording] To forbid moral people— 
since this is the case as far as political parties are 
concerned—the mght to hold meetings through a mere 
government measure that nullifies a law that was voted 
by the National Assembly is a violation of the Republic's 
Constitution. We consider this act to be extremely 
serious. On the political level, we think this measure 
marks a definitive end to democratic development in 
Cameroon. [end recording] 
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Prime Minister Rebuts Rumors of Resignation 


LD3006194991 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[Text] [Announcer] There has been a rebuttal of the 
rumors that the Cameroon Prime Minister Sadou 
Hayatou has resigned. These rumors were circulating 
today in Douala, with some witnesses affirming that the 
prime nunister’s resignation was announced by interna- 
tional media organs. In order to clarify this matter we 
contacted Sadou Hayatou in person. Speaking to Alain 
Grumberg, he denied that he has resigned: 


[Begin recording] [Hayatou] I make the most categorical 
denial of these rumors which are merely ploys of Jecep- 
tion. Cameroon is experiencing a number of problems to 
which the government has applied itself in a particular 
manner to find solutions favoring the unity and devel- 
opment of our country, and this is not the time for 
someone to leave the high office he occupies. 


{Grumberg] In your opinion, who might be behind these 
rumors? 


{Hayatou] You know, we in Cameroon are currently the 
victims of ploys of deception, notably by certain of our 
opponents who positively wish to create a psychosis of 
disorganization but who will not succeed. [end 
recording] 


[Announcer] As you know, the Cameroon opposition has 
been stepping up demonstrations and calling for strikes 
for several days to demand convening a national confer- 
ence. Do the authorities intend to respond favorably to 
this demand? Here 1s Sadou Hayatou’s reply: 


[Begin Hayatou recording] It is quite obvious because a 
national conference which does not resolve the problems 
is of no topical relevance for us. It is quite simply a 
question of going to the polls thus allowing the people, 
the entire Cameroonian people, to express themselves. It 
is the people who are sovereign in a democracy and it 1s 
not other people, it is not people who have designated 
themselves. [end recording] 


[Announcer] So it is clear: There is no question of 
convening a national conference. 


Civil Servants Told To Leave Government Housing 


AB2806201491 Yaounde CRTV Radio Network 
in English 1800 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[Text] Civil servants lodged by government have been 
given two weeks to quit the houses or negotiate private 
contracts with landlords. A directive from the Ministry 
of Housing and Town Planning adds that persons con- 
cerned by the measure will, however, (?be entitled) to the 
normal 20 percent of their salary as housing allowance. 


Meanwhile, the arrears of rents due contractors up to |5 
July 1991 will be paid in installments. The Ministries of 
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Finance and Housing are said to be taking necessary 
measures to facilitate the implementation of the new 
move. 


* Division, Distrust in Opposition Discussed 


9IA4FII114 Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French May 91 pp 116-121, 124-126 


[Article by special correspondent Michel Lobe Ewane: 
“These Men Who Are Challenging Biya’; first paragraph 
is JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE introduction] 


[Text] There 1s a Cameroonian opposition; JAE found it. 
Some parties—-for example the SDF [Social Democratic 
Front], UPC [Union of Cameroonian Peoples], and 
UNDP [National Union for Democracy and Progress]}— 
appear already to constitute a threat to the government. 
For Paul Biya, who is facing the most serious challenge 
yet to his rule, the options are increasingly limited. 


They came by the thousands, their hearts beating fast, 
consumed by their passion and by their impatience to see 
“the” hero, John Fru Ndi, who successfully challenged 
the government and mobilized the city of Bamenda in 
support of a multiparty system. Some were waving 
placards bearing SDF slogans; others were wearing T- 
shirts in the party’s colors, while still others—such as 
those young hotheads with their headbands and painted 
faces—chanted political slogans while waving tree 
branches. It was a glonous day, that 31 March 1991. It 
was Easter Sunday, and for the occasion a crowd of 
10,000 had assembled in the church square of the small 
prefecture of Kumbo in the heart of the English-speaking 
Northwest Province, 85 km from Bamenda. 


When John Fru Ndi arrived, the atmosphere was one of 
delirium and euphoria. Dressed in the traditional 
manner, looking serious and thoughtful with his small 
mustache, hair thinning at the temples, and calm smile, 
he allowed himself to be carned away by the enthusiasm 
of the crowd, which he greeted from behind a light- 
weight truck. He then took up a position on the balcony 
of a shop located on the square that had been fitted out 
as a speaker's platform for the occasion. The regional 
coordinator of the SDF dutifully assured the chairman of 
the support of the 360,000 party members in the depart- 
ment, “including the childrer ‘0 have not yet been 
born."’ Campaign director Bernard Muna explained—in 
colorful pidgin English—the major themes of the SDF, 
such as the slogan The Power to the People. For her part, 
vice chairperson Mme Wandji—a woman bnmming 
with energy—swayed the crowd with a fiery harangue 
directed against the thief men (thieves) of the RDPC 
[Democratic Rally of the Cameroonian People]. 


When Fru Ndi—an accomplished orator—finally spoke, 
the crowd was raised to a fever pitch. He solicited their 
reactions, inviting them to chant slogans in a manner 
reminiscent of the style of the American black leader 
Jesse Jackson. He accused the government of lying, 
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called for improvement of the living conditions of the 
people, and demanded that a national conference be 
held. 


The SDF entered the campaign well before any of the 
other parties. Political ratly after political rally, it held 
the stage and demonstrated its ability to mobilize the 
people. It was the first to offer proof that the 
Cameroonian opposition does not exist solely on 
paper—an opposition that from now on has its star 
performers, its heavyweights, such as Samuel Eboua’s 
UNDP, the other party that has come to the fore as one 
of the giants on the new Cameroonian political scene. 
Immediately after being granted official recognition it 
too staged its first public meeting, on 30 March at 
Douala. 


The UNDP meeting had been awaited with anticipation. 
On the previous Sunday, the SDF’s rally—held in the 
same hall, where the Akwa festivals are held—had “gone 
over with a bang,” thereby refuting those who had 
accused the group of being the “party of the English- 
speaking population.” The UNDP meeting was not 
expected to be quite so impressive. Members, sympa- 
thizers, the curious, and journalists invaded the hall, the 
balcony, the stairways, and the courtyard. Inside, the 
atmosphere of an election campaign prevailed that was 
reminiscent of the political meetings of the former 
Cameroonian National Union (UNC) of Ahidjo. That is 
at least what was suggested by the presence of many 
party members dressed in gandoura and chechia; the 
presence of several multimillionaires such as Kadji 
Defosso; and even the presence—at the side of party 
chairman Samuel Eboua—of the party's vice chairman, 
Tanko Hassan, who had been a powerful leader of the 
party of the former Cameroonian president. And when 
during Samuel Eboua’s speech a party member arnved 
wearing a gandoura adorned with Ahidjo’s picture and 
the UNC colors, it made a big hit with the audience. “I 
unashamedly accept the legacy of Ahidjo,” the head of 
the UNDP had told us two days earlier. Eboua had for a 
long time been secretary general to the presidency in the 
Ahidjo administration, and at the time had even been 
regarded as a possible successor to Ahidjo. He was 
excluded from the Biya administration, however, and 
retired to his hometown of Nkongsamba. You could 
sense the emotion and nervousness in his voice as he 
began his first speech as a political leader. Although it 
was a speech filled with venom—a resolute, basically 
uncompromising speech—it was delivered in proper and 
responsible form. It could be summed up in one sen- 
tence: ““We now have a multiparty system, to be sure, but 
democracy remains to be achieved.”” The UNDP does 
not lack resources, especially financial resources. It goes 
before the public with leaders who have had experience 
governing the country, who know the tas and outs of 
politics, and who almost to a man harbor a personal 
resentment toward the Biya administration and there- 
fore a desire for revenge. In fact, now that many in the 
opposition are saying “Biya has succeeded in making 
people miss Ahidjo,” the UNDP—which has positioned 
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itself to receive the once-shattered Ahidjo legacy— 
proposes to capitalize on this unimaginable turn of 
events. 


The rallies held by these new political organi? ations, their 
aggressive character, and the enthusiasm of the crowds 
thai xttend them reflect the harshness of the confrontation 
that has only just begun between the government and the 
opposition. It is undoubtedly the first time since the first 
days of independence that the government has been 
opposed so openly. Moreover, not since he aborted coup 
attempt of Apml 1984 has Paul Biya been so sernously 
weakened and forced onto the defensive. 


Most of the opposition leaders are now concentrating 
their criticism on the person of the head of state. “Biya 1s 
not a democrat,” insists former Cameroonian Bar Pres- 
ident Yondo Black, whose party—the Social Movement 
for the New Democracy (MSND)}—has not yet received 
official recognition. This lawyer—through whose efforts 
the multiparty system came to Cameroon—believes that 
the president abolished the emergency laws only in 
response to public pressure. “But after experiencing this 
pressure,” Yondo Black added, “he engaged in a bit of 
trickery. On the one hand he decided that civilians can 
no longer be judged by the military courts, and on the 
other hand, he criminalized political offenses and cre- 
ated an emergency judicial jurisdiction: the State Secu- 
rity Court. People can now be convicted for their opin- 
ions in the same way as for the commission of a common 
crime. This 1s the kind of trickery that a genuine demo- 
crat cannot allow himself to engage in,” Yondo Black 
said. In the view of Samuel Eboua, “tribalism is the basic 
characteristic of this government. Family, tribe, an 
friends interpose themselves in all sectors, and the fact is 
that this court of family and frends is far from providing 
an example of honesty and integrity.” John Fru Ndi, for 
his part, wonders “how Biya can assert that he does not 
have to be pressured by public opinion in order to grant 
amnesty or hold a national conference. Was he not 
converted to the multiparty system under pressure from 
the SDF and the Cameroonian people?” he pointedly 
asks. 


We Must Fight To Achieve Genuire Democracy 


The street also has a sharp tongue, sharper even than the 
press, which despite the censorship has been particularly 
cutting in its cnticism. Some people even want the 
president out of office, as for example the young U NDP 
member who spoke to us at the conclusion of the rally, 
“The people have had enough of these vultures of the 
RDPC,” he declared. They all have to go. The people 
want change.” 


Paul Biya finds himself in a situation that is all the more 
paradoxical because he had expected that by converting 
to the multiparty system he would reap the benefits of 
the “opening” and extricate himself from the impasse in 
which his administration finds itself. Cameroonian 
society, however, which 1s reputedly passive and slow to 
react, has surprised everyone by its vitality. It has given 
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proof that it is no less combative, resistant, or disposed 
to rebel than any other society. What the civilian popu- 
lation is expenencing is a multiparty system that it 
knows to be truncated, and 1 is fully aware that it will 
have to fight to achieve genuine democracy. The pn- 
vately owned press; the civil mghts associations, such as 
the Action Committee for Freedom and Democracy 
(Cap-Liberte); the intellectuals, especially lawyers such 
as Charles Tchougang, who created the Cameroonian 
Human Rights Organization; and artists such as the 
singers Lapiro de Mbanga and Ben Deca have now taken 
a stand at the side of the political parties. They are 
speaking their minds, protesting, signing petitions, and 


drafting proposals. 


“We have registered more than 3,500 members in our 
association,” says Cap-Liberte President Djeukam Tcha- 
meni, who was a victim of the statutes on subversion that 
were decreed in 1962. “I have joined in this action 
because I do not want the nightmare | expenenced to 
happen to other Cameroonians,” he explained, in an 
allusion to the 18 months of impnsonment he endured as 
a political pnsoner. Cap-Liberte had its omgin in the 
creation last January of a committee to support the 
journalist Celestin Monga, our colleague, who was con- 
victed of gross disrespect of the head of state after he 
wrote a scathing open letter to Paul Biya. The letter was 
especially cntical of the manner in which the RDPC 
conducted the process of instituting pluralism, and it 
demanded that a national conference be held. Immedi- 
ately after the verdict of the tnal was announced, the 
committee was transformed into an association for the 
defense of human nghts and the promotion of the civil 
freedoms. Before it became Cap-Liberte the committee 
organized a number of demonstrations in Douala to free 
Monga and also Njawe, editor of LE MESSAGER, the 
weekly that had published the article, but in so doing also 
lent impetus to the demonstrations in Garoua. The 
association pnnted—and distnbuted throughout the city 
of Douala and its environs—100,000 leaflets asking the 
public to gather en masse in front of the courthouse for 
the opening of the tral. It also staged several offensives 
last March, sent a letter to the president of the Republic 
demanding that the political pnsoners be released and a 
nationil conference convened, and held a rally on 17 
March to deal with these topics. That demonstration was 
suppressed violently by police action 


Several days before the rally, a letter sent to the prefect of 
Douala notified Cap-Liberte that its request for recogn:- 
tion had been denied, that it had no legal status, and that 
any activity it undertook would be regarded as illegal 


The members and sympathizers of the association 
include not only a number of lawyers such as attorney 
Nseth and the artist Lapiro de Mbanga but also Anicet 
Ekane. who heads one of the branches of the Union of 
Cameroonian Peoples (UPC) 


How could the UPC not be expected to join in the 
protest? This 1s the party that has stirred—and continues 
to stur—the emotions of so many Cameroomians. It 1s the 
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historical party—the party of the figures in the 
Cameroonian Pantheon such as Nvobe, Felix Moumie. 
and Ernest Ouandie, the party whose clandestine mem- 
bers experienced the worst kind of repression first under 
colonial rule, subsequently under the Ahidjo regime, and 
finally under the Biya regime. With its legal status 
restored, the UPC is nonetheless torn by internal divi- 
sions that have plagued it for decades and are threat- 
ening to impair the histoncal capital it demved from ts 
nationalist struggie against colonialism. 


The royal palace 1s located a short distance from the hall 
of the Akwa festivals. It is a building whose appearance 
confuses the eye, and one cannot help being struck by) 
this ensemble of heterogeneous forms. Here reigns 
Pnnce Dika Akwa Nya Bonambela, chairman of the 
provisional executive committee of the legalized UPC 
and descendant of the late Chief Betote Akwa. He 1s at 
the center of all the controversies and all the polemics 
within the UPC family, and yet it was he who obtained 
the leyalization of the party last 12 February. That 
should have been the UPC’s very special day—the day of 
its return to legal status. Instead, 11 was the day that gave 
nse to confusion, provided an excuse for invective. and 
fanned the flames of internal warfare 


We Have Not Fought All These Years in Order To 
Tear Ourselves Apart 

This evening a meeting of the UPC’s women s orgamiza- 
tion is being held in the great hall of the palace. The 
women are scheduled to install their officers. The mem- 
bers have come from all parts of the country. One 
woman who spent 30 years in exile is haranguing the 
crowd and denouncing the divisions within the UPC 
family. “We have not fought all these years in order to 
tear ourselves apart,” she says angrily 


Prince Dika greets us in a room on the second floor. from 
where the chanting of the members can be heard. At one 
end of the room a chair in the form of a throne 1s covered 
by a panther skin. That is where the prince sits. “It 1s 
intellectually dishonest and politically crude,” the prince 
tells us, “to want the Cameroonian people to believe that 
the leadership of the UPC as currently constituted has 
strengthened the government's hand.” Prince Dika 
Akwa is on the defensive. He has been accused of 
betrayal (see JAE No. 142) by the more radical wing of 
the party, that 1s to say, the Manmidem wing. Anicet 
Ekane, who represents that faction, regards the Dika 
wing as “a branch of the RDPC™ and as a “second 
RDPC.” because, he says, “Dika has been a member of 
the UPC, and he has managed to legalize a faction that 
could lead to a further weakening of the party.” 


Having his back to the wall has only made the prince 
more eloquent, more aggressive, and more skilled at 
circumventing an obstacle. “As for me personally, not 
only was a death sentence passed on me as a UPC fighter 
during the Ahidjo administration, but no one can claim 
for an instant that I have ever profited in any way or 
received any prvilege whatever from the Biya regime 
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You hear talk of radical branches of the party. What 1s 
radical about the tiny group of May: Matup, who subse- 
quently stopped figh-ing and entered the ranks of the 
regime, where he has served as vice chairman and 
member of the central committee of the RDPC? Or 
perhaps the reference is to the other communist mini- 
group that flutters around Manidem and a few exiles in 
Pans.” 


The premises of the Manmidem faction are much «nore 
modest than the palace of the prince. Anicet Ekane, 40. 
1S a tough customer. Convicted and sentenced at the tnal 
resulting from the Yondo affair, he is a member of the 
younger generation of UPC activists who for a long me 
remained underground. As spokesman for this faction 
whose leaders, Michel Ndoh and Martin Kuissu, still live 
in exile in France, he is—together with Henriette 
Ekwe—the energizing force behind a group that 1s active 
in the field. These two accordingly played a very impor- 
tant role in organizing the demonstrations calling for 
Monga’s release and also publish a newspaper. Today 
however, despite their energetic activity, many of their 
members are in a state of confusion. Dika’s “sudden 
stnke™ to apprehend the head of the party has not vet 
been digested. Some members, however, believe that 
their faction should remain on the provisional executive 
committee and wage its struggle from within in antic- 
pation of the party congress. 


Despite what is regarded by the party's faithful as a 
deplorable blunder, some continue to classify the UPC as 
one of the three principal opposition groups, inasmuch 
as the ralhes it has organized in Douala and Yaounde 
have been an unqualified success. There are even those 
who have prepared a scenano for an alliance among the 
UPC, UNDP, and SDF that in their opimon could 
enable the opposition to win the anticipated elections 
that were announced by President Biya last |! Apni. 
This scenano 1s endorsed by a political expert who 
wishes to remain anonymous. “The SDF.” he says, 
“controls the two English-speaking provinces and can 
count on a part of the West. The UND? will be hard to 
beat in the three provinces of Adamaoua, the North, and 
the Far North. The UPC could control the Littoral, a 
part of the South, and a part of the West. All that would 
then remain for the RDPC are the provinces of the South 
and the Center and, at the very most, the East. Mathe- 
matically—and provided the elections are conducted in 
a proper manner—such a scenano could create a rota- 
thon, at least in the National Assembly.” It 1s hard to see 
how an electoral code passed by a National Assembly 
that takes its orders from the admunistration—even 
though the code was drafted after consultation with all 
groups—could fail to work to the advantage of that 
administration. To control the electoral distmcts and 
maximize the chances of the RDPC, President Biya has 
initiated a major movement of provincial governors, 
prefects, and subprefects and raised each of approx- 
mately 30 distncts to the status of an arrondissement 


In the face of these preparations by the “majority,” 1s the 
opposition itself united? There 1s coordination among 
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the partes of the opposition, to be sure, but 1t had almost 
never come into play before the mobilization on the 
issue of the national conference. Distrust and suspicion 
continue tc prevail. In Yondo’s opinion, “ail those who 
create political parties today are opportunists. They are 
people who want change but who have never had the 
courage to make a commitment to that effect. They 
probably believe that someone ought to warm their bed 
so that they would then only have to he down on 1.” 


Samuel Eboua is waiting for the UPC to get us affairs 
back in order. The SDF ts muistrustful of any alhance 
And Fru Ndi: says, “We shal! not commit ourselves to 
any alhance unt: after the elections, because some 
parties have not entered the field and hope to profit from 
the work done by others.” 


Moreover, this scenano for the three parties appears to 
be a little hasty in disregarding the role of the other 
parties, and particularly the role of the Cameroon Dem- 
ocratic Umon (UDC) of Ndam Npova. who served as 
minister of foreign affairs and minister of education in 
the Ahidjo admunistration. Its leader has attracted atten- 
tion wath his theme of “the new ethics”—a pedagogy 
based on moral seventy and :ntegmty that he 1s today 
advocating as a technique for governing, although the 
party has not vet truly made an appearance on the 
political stage. Furthermore. its leader appears to be so 
cautious that he 1s one of the few politicians who takes 
Care Not to voice any cnticism of the government. Except 
for the spectacular and unique step taken by Woungly 
Massaga. who resigned ostentatiously from the post of 
secretary general of the UPC to joi the Biya admuinis- 
tration, all the other groups are unknown quantities 


Count Shows About 15 Political Parties Officially 
Recognized as of Mid- April 


Woungly Massaga ts an amazing individual. He ts always 
wearing a Breton peaked cap. a Trotsky goatee, and 
glasses with narrow silver frames. His bnght eves and 
volubility strongly reflect the temperament of a polem:- 
cist. This repentant member of the opposition has not 
lost his verve. Although he still has a sharp tongue, Ps 
target 1s no longer Biya but his own UPC colleagues. He 
gets angry when someone expresses surprise at his 
changing sides or points out that he 1s being housed, fed, 
and exculpated by a regime of which he has been a bitter 
opponent. “I belheve the present situation cannot be 
resolved with invective.” he says. “I am giving my 
support to the policy of opening initiated by Paul Biya, 
now that he has accepted the taultaparty system, but | am 
combating the RDPC. despite the tempting proposals 
made to me to assume the leadership of that party.” His 
own party—t*e People’s Solidarity Party (PSP- 
UPC}—1s, however, classified as one of the “mnicropar- 
ties” that for the time being represent only their own 
leaders. As of mid-Apnil, a count showed that about 15 
parties had received official recognition, although the hist 
of parties requesting legalization 1s a long one 
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) these parties are in favor of the natronal 
and d general amnesty. They have found that 
these re meee } rowed om wath the most effective 
st the government. Tax: dnvers. 
Street ver adors. Students, ~ managers. the press —\irtuall 
everyone wants this much-talted-adout conicience 22 
which Presadent Bova continues to show no interest. On 
&@ working visit to Pans in early 4.pml the prendent 
clearly vorced his opposaten in a Stutement made as he 
emerged trom a meeting with wuencets: gee “Our 
Constitunon,” he sad. “provides for the moltipart 
System, and we have carned out a sl democrat 
ration and hbderahzation. A national conference 1s there 
tore poontiess. If the sea is to use the conference to 
criticize the government, the political partes are alread, 
on the scen¢ to express that cntnarsm.”” He savs, however 
that he xs “s.allang to meet, after the elections, wath all the 
leaders of the politcal partes to discuss with them the 
tuture of Cameroon.” 


Verwealty af 


Sn fare 
-s Arerernc 


President Biya Finds Himself Lncreasingly Isolated 
Presadent Biya. however, finds himself increasingly 1c 
lated om this wsue that has divided his own party 
Influenced Dy several men of the party apparatus such as 
Sengat Auoh. who has apparently been converted to the 
views of the progressives, but especially Oy Jean-Jacques 
Ekond:, chairman of the Woun sectron: Henn Bandolo 
and several others, a majonty of the ceatral coma uttee 1s 
reportedly in favor of the natonal conference and the 
amnesty. The “progressives” on the commuttee, how- 
ever, go even farther and echo all the themes of the 
Opposition, masmuch as they are calling for revisson of 
the Constitution, formation of a government of transi- 
thon, revision of the clectoral law, and the drafting of a 
communications code that would grant air ime to the 
political organizations 


Does this copvergence between the progressive wang of 


the RIVPC and the opposition, for which Jean-Jacques 
Ekind: and Profs+ Hogbe Niend plotted the course. 
portend a split win the party’ Nothing can be ruled 
out henceforth. The presadent 1s isolated in the last 
redoubdt of his most loval followers, who are regarded as 
“hardliners” and—paradonically\—are not polincans 


But President Biya is still counting on the suppor: of 
Pars, and the working visit he made at the invitation of 


Francois Mitterrand 1s indeed proof that Elysee Palace 
has not burned the Dndges 


“I do not beheve that ' am distorting the views of 


Presodent Mitterrand when | sav that he beheves | am 
among those who have the best record in respect to 
democratization,” Paul Biya was able to state following 
their meeting. On his return to Cameroon he announced 
a revision of the Constitution and the creation of the 
post of prime minister. But wall he be able. for all that. to 
come out on top without holding the national confer- 
ence’ And of he finally takes that step, wall he be able to 
avord the painful ordeals that Sassou-Nguesso expen- 
enced’ The road from now on is a narrow one, the 
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Central African Repuciic 
Bangui Repertedl) “Retereed te Norma! 
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{Text} In the Central Aftrcan Repudiac, hie kas returned 
to normal. In the capatal, Bangur followrg mo das o! 
Operation Dead City dumng wick almost all ccomomx 
activates were paralveed at the omitratve of the trade 
WRIORS. most shops restaurants. pharmaces and dar 
have again reopened. The capatal’s central market and 
MAAS om the suburds. wach were deserted om OS and 
2S June. have reopened. Tans and duses have alk 
resumed operations. 


The prees of some essential commodites have reall 
ShOt up. whaie the stnke emdaried upor bh cried Servants 
on 28 Apri and that of prvate sector workers on 3 June 
CORMUMUC iN SHate OF the warmoengs msucd Ov the autho 
hes on Services are Deung ensured on the pad 
sextor. A tripartite commusmon Oringing together thc 
government, emprovers. and thc trade umoons ss cape ctedd 
to meet SOOR LO 4iscuSS mAcreasIng the momma 
monthiy salary whech 1s now set at 1 7 SOO CFA francs 
The current conflct seems to center on the date 


Grscussing the salary structure on the private sector The 
eMPlOve;rs Want work to resume Proor to t une Grsoussooms 
whale the trade unions want acgotiat to open deforx 


ther. end the striae 
Chad 


Officers overran for “Disciplinary Reaseas’ 
LD. ~mlel i Pe » Rad Brsmne Ly eau “ 
m French 1804 Gul 26 Jun 9 


(Excerpt) It has been confirmed in Chad that 2D officers 
were arrested on Tuesday morning im theer homes 
According to the authormtees, they were arrested fo: 
discaphnary reasons. Well. Christophe Borsbou, 

what are these militar people accused” 


[Borsbouvier} The authonties Mame them for two thongs 
for having written to Preadent Det 
through the hrerarchy and particularity for having pud 
lished the letter, What are these officers and noncom 
missioned officers asking’ Recogniton of thee mghts 
They are professional militar personne! from the south 
of Chad who have been forgotten during the last |) vears 
of promotions of fighters from the vanous armies which 
have assumed power in Ndjamena and who have never 
been given higher posts. They are askong for thea mghts 
today. Only the first of the sagnatomes of this lette 
Lieutenant Colonel Nady Doumgar. was recently pro 
moted. He was appointed deputy chef of staff of the 
Chadian National Army carly thes vear This lasted only 


without going 
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a few months; he was sacked from his post. Like his 
comrades in arms, he is under arrest today. The govern- 
ment is getting tough. Is this a sign? This is in fact the 
first wave of arrests since Idriss Deby took power seven 
months ago. [passage omitted] 


Arrests ‘Confirmed’ 


AB2806123091 Ndjamena RNT Radio in French 
1900 GMT 26 Jun 91 


{Text} A group of officers of the Chadian National Army 
was arrested yesterday. This morning the Ministry of 
Defense confirmed the arrests. The group prepared a 
document entitled: Memorandum From Officers of the 
Chadian Armed Forces to the President of the Republic. 
There is nothing to say about the contents of this 
document. The Ministry of Defense, however, con- 
demned the procedure adopted, which it viewed as not 
being in keeping with Army rules and regulations. It is 
for this reason that these officers were arrested. 


Chadian Exiles in Congo Issue Communique 


AB2906111191 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 27 Jun 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] When Idriss Deby toppled the regime of Hissein 
Habre in Chad last December, there was much talk and 
speculation over the far-reaching liberai:zation of poli- 
tics in Chad, but since then very little has happened and 
now opposition exiles in Brazzaville are claiming that 
there has been a wave of arrests in Chad and that they are 
accusing Idriss Deby of going back on his word. From 
Brazzaville, Antoine Miyombaia telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The communique 
from the opposition movement called for the immediate 
and unconditional release of a number of military 
officers, who it says were recently jailed by the Chadian 
head of state. The communique, which is signed by an 
opposition coalition called the Rally for Democracy and 
Progress, said that the arrests were and I quote: an 
unacceptable violation of human rights and a betrayal of 
the position taken by Idriss Deby when he came to power 
last December. 


According to the Rally for Democracy and Progress, 
Deby said when he overthrew former President Hissein 
Habre that he was bringing to the people of Chad, not 
gold or diamonds, but liberty. The communique says 
that the recent imprisonment of the military officers, 
whose only crime was to have called for their constitu- 
tional rights, was confirmation that Idriss Deby had 
adopted the political mantle of the former dictator, 
Hissein Habre. 


CENTRAL AFRICA 4 


Finally, the opposition communique denounced what it 
calls the prevarication of Idriss Deby over the question 
of a national conference which, it says, is only accepted 
reluctantly and for a which a date is yet to be set. 


It will be recalled that the Rally for Democracy and 
Progress had congratulated Idriss Deby when he came to 
power and encouraged him to establish real democracy 
in the country. [end recording] 


Deby Returns From Visit to Sudan 30 June 


AB0107062591 Ndjamena RNT Radio in French 
1900 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[Text] Head of State Colonel Idriss Deby returned to 
Ndjamena this evening after a working visit to Sudan 
that lasted nearly 48 hours. The head of state was 
welcomed on his arrival by Mr. Jean Bawoyeu Alingue, 
prime minister, and five members of government and 
Provisional Council of the Republic [as heard]. 


While in Sudan, the head of state took part in celebra- 
tions marking the second anniversary of Lieutenant 
General ‘Umar Hasan Ahmad al-Bashir’s coming to 
power. Alongside these celebrations, the Chad-Sudan 
joint commission of cooperation held a meeting and 
issued a joint communique. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Mbasogo Ends Visit to Morocco, Returns 


AB2906104491 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Equatorial Network in Spanish 0600 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[Text] President Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, head of state 
and chairman of the Democratic Party of Equatorial 
Guinea, accompanied by his spouse, the first lady of the 
nation, returned home yesterday from the Kingdom of 
Morocco. The president had left the country on 17 June 
for Rabat for a working visit at the invitation of 
Moroccan monarch Hassan II. 


During his visit, President Mbasogo held discussions 
with the Moroccan king on their excellent bilateral 
relations of friendship and cooperation as well as on 
current international issues, mainly those relating to our 
continent. Also in Rabat, the president received the 
managing director of Royal Air Morocco. 


As part of his visit outside the country, the president also 
received Count (Arnold de Touvenin) in Paris, who told 
the Equatorial Guinean statesman of the decision of a 
prestigious European body to award him a medal for his 
outstanding efforts toward the social, economic, and 
cultural development of mankind. This medal will be 
presented to the president at an official ceremony to take 
place next | August in Bata. 
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Ethiopia 


Interim Government President Gives News Conference 


EA2906190091 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1733 GMT 26 Jun 91 


[News conference by Meles Zenawi, president of the 
interim government of Ethiopia, with unidentified 
reporters; date, place not given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Reporter] What is the agenda of the transi- 
tional government in general? 


{Meles] The question of what will be on the conference 
agenda will be known when the conference starts, but as 
far as the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic 
Front [EPRDF] is concerned, there is an agenda that has 
been prepared for discussion during the conference: first, 
the charter of the transitional stage—the rules by which 
the transitional stage will be governed, especially con- 
cerning the democratic nghts of individuals; the EPRDF 
believes that this must be on the agenda; second, the 
EPRDF believes that the structure and objectives of the 
transitional government must be on the agenda; third, 
the tasks to be fulfilled by the transitional government 
{words indistinct]. 


| Reporter] [Words indistinct] What are the requirements 
to be fulfilled by the conference participants? 


{Meles] The EPRDF believes that any political organi- 
zations, groups, or prominent individuals can partici- 
pate in the conference, and it has acted on this principle. 
The only requirement for participation in the conference 
is to stand for peace and democracy. There is no other 
requirement beyond this. Any organization, group, or 
individual can come with their own ideas. The EPRDF 
has not rejected any group’s participation. 


[Reporter] How long will the conference last and where 
will it take place? Also, are any guarantees being given to 
the political organizations that will participate in the 
conference? 


{Meles] It is difficult to say how long the conference will 
last at present, but it is estimated that it will not take 
more than a few days. The EPRDF has given and will 
give full guarantees of safety to organizations or !ndivid- 
uals. The EPRDF has given the assurance in the past and 
it is also ready to assure the participants that they will 
not be harmed because of their political stands and views 
during the conference. The conference will be held in 
Addis Ababa. 


[Reporter] What political organizations will be repre- 
sented in the transitional government? 


{Meles] Representation might be a complicated matter. 
For example, we have said that individuals will be 
represented. An individual can represent views; he can 
also reflect the interests of some parts of society, but as 
an individual he is only going to represent himself. On 
the other hand, there are organizations that represent 
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thousands of thei. members. If we say that the individual 
will only have one vote and those organizations who 
represent thousands will have thousands of votes, then 
things will become complicated and confusing. 


Therefore, the EPRDF has decided to give all parts of 
society the (?right) to participate according to the role 
they have in society—the scope and size they have 
within society. They can represent their political outlook 
in a balanced way and according to the support they have 
from society and the acceptance they have by the people 
now and in the past political era. 


The main point is that the various parts of society and 
political viewpoints be represented so that when we take 
individuals and organizations into consideration, they 
represent a part of society, interests, or a political out- 
look. They cannot represent the strength they currently 
have. If they are going to represent the strength they 
currently have, then the conference will be (?monopo- 
lized) 99 percent by the EPRDF. Organizations will be 
representative of the society they represent and of the 
political viewpoints they reflect so there is balanced 
representation and so various parts of society are repre- 
sented fairly and those with differing political views are 
represented at the conference accordingly. That is the 
policy we are following and that is what we have taken 
into consideration. 


The conference must have a clear aim and satisfactory 
results. Its aim is to bring peace to Ethiopia in an 
acceptable manner and to make democracy prevail in 
Ethiopia in an acceptable manner; these go together. If 
there is no democracy, then peace cannot prevail. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


What must be noted 1s that many medium-sized organi- 
zations or groups are being formed in Addis Ababa and 
other parts of the country, especially after the EPRDF 
formed an interim government. This situation is cer- 
tainly to ve appreciated and supported, not only for tue 
upcoming conference but also for the future. This situa- 
tion should bring a new culture of politics—the right to 
organize freely, the right to argue freely—and it is a great 
contribution. The problem is that all the prominent 
individuals and medium-sized organizations that are 
emerging now want to participate in the upcoming 
conference. Of course this is very difficult for two 
reasons. 


First, we cannot say that we have accepted all the 
Organizations currently getting organized and have 
talked to them. Some have had the chance to meet and 
talk with the EPRDF and some of them have not had the 
chance to meet and talk with the EPRDF for various 
reasons. To accept only those who have met the EPRDF 
will create problems. Second, it can also bring about a 
duplication of representation. If we try to accomodate 
fifty or sixty organizations that represent specific parts of 
society or political viewpoints, then a difficult situation 
will be created. Therefore, the first priority is to see 
whether the parts of society and the various political 
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viewpoints are represented properly. Not every organi- 
zation, group, or individual can be represented at the 
conference. That is the main focus. 


In addition, it should be well understood that the con- 
ference is the beginning of the new forum and not the 
end of it. There is an assumption that various commis- 
sions may be set up after the conference. A law-drafting 
commission may be set up, a constitution-drafting com- 
mission may be set up; various commissions can be set 
up. Various forces embraced by the conference and those 
that are not embraced can also participate in the work of 
these commissions. Above all, the democratic rights of 
the people will be affirmed after the conference and a 
free and broad political life will begin. This is our belief. 
Therefore, in the conducive political situation to be 
created after the conference, the newly created organiza- 
tions will be able to work with much ease, as much as 
their ability permits. 


[Reporter] What is the stand of the Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Front [EPLF]? They say that they will partic- 
ipate in the conference, and they say they do not advise 
or discuss the Ethiopian situation in general. The con- 
ference will be held on the Ethiopian issue. If this is so, 
why do they participate? Or are they not participating at 
all? 


{Meles] The EPLF has stated its readiness to participate 
in the conference. It has its own stand of not taking part 
in the discussions on the Ethiopian issue, but this is not 
a matter that hinders it from participating in the confer- 
ence. One of the items on the conference agenda con- 
cerns the present relations between the [interim] En- 
trean government in power and the transitional 
government of Ethiopia, as well as ways of resolving the 
Eritrean question. Therefore, inasmuch as the Eritrean 
question will be raised in the conference, or since we 
believe that it should be raised, I believe it is important 
and necessary that the EPLF take part when the confer- 
ence discusses this question. From this point of view, we 
support the EPLF’s participation in the conference. 


[Reporter] What is the role of international observers in 
general and of the United States in particular in the 
national conference? 


[Meles] The U.S. Government mediated the London 
conference. That conference created a conducive situa- 
tion for peace in our country. The responsibility of 
determining our future under peaceful conditions lies 
with the Ethiopians. Therefore, we can only say that 
international observers will not have any role other than 
as observers. 


[Reporter] There are several organizations under the 
umbrella of the EPRDF, such as nationalist movements 
[word indistinct]. Are these going to be represented by 
the EPRDF, or is each organization going to be repre- 
sented in the conference? 


{[Meles} Considering there are several organizations 
under the EPRDF, the EPRDF'’s choice is that they be 
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represented by the EPRDF in unison. If any other choice 
is presented, it will be considered. Considering that 
several nationalist organizations are under the EPRDF, 
their representation should be given to the EPRDF so 
that they will be represented as EPRDF bodies. This is 
the EPRDF’s choice. If a different view appears in the 
conference and is found to be convincing, it can be 
considered. 


[Reporter] Which organizations have responded posi- 
tively to participation in the conference? Can you give us 
their names? Second, what is the stand of the Coalition 
of Ethiopian Democratic Forces [CEDF] on this confer- 
ence as of now? 


{[Meles}] Good. I have my own reasons for not giving the 
list of names because discussions are still going on. 
Representatives of various organizations are arriving in 
Addis Ababa. Discussions have been held outside Addis 
Ababa, and the organizations are also coming to Addis 
Ababa. Since the discussions have not been finalized, I 
do not want to give the list of names, but all the 
organizations which are there, that is all the organiza- 
tions which were there during the Dergue’s time, have 
shown their readiness to participate in the conference 
except the CEDF, and we are conducting discussions 
with them. All of them have shown a very good attitude. 
We assume that all of them will be represented. 


Concerning the CEDF, as we all know it has not stopped 
the war it declared when the EPRDF entered Addis 
Ababa. It is still making war preparations in foreign 
countries. How successful it could be is another matter, 
but it is showing in practice and in statements that it 
wants war. For this reason, it is showing in practice that 
it has no desire to participate in a conference that makes 
decisions on peace and democratic issues. What should 
be viewed along with this, concerning the CEDF, is that 
recently some of its member organizations left it, 
objecting to its declaration of war. The stand of the 
Ethiopian Democratic Union can be given as an 
example. The stand of the main body of the Ethiopian 
People’s Democratic Alliance can also be given as a main 
example. Therefore, at present, the CEDF is the remnant 
of the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party and the 
All Ethiopian Socialist Movement [Meison]. [passage 
omitted] 


[Reporter] Earlier you told us that the EPRDF will 
submit some agenda items to the conference. Apart from 
some now defunct organizations and other die-hard 
ones, there are also other organizations that call them- 
selves democratic, patriotic, etc. There are about 42 
organizations. As you know, and as we learn from 
history, an increase in the number of organizations 
results in the people becoming reluctant and vacilating in 
their stand. Is the EPRDF presenting an agenda item on 
limiting the number of political organizations, not only 
in the transitional government but thereafter, to the 
conference? Will it seek consideration of this idea of 
limiting the number of political organizations? 
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{Meles] In the first place I may differ with you on your 
opening remarks. The view that the increase in the 
number of organizations results in people becoming 
reluctant and vacilating is not a view supported by the 
EPRDF. Of course when we achieve democracy after 
many years of agony and oppression some ulterior 
motives may surface, but this forum should also be taken 
as an educational forum. Not only 42, but hundreds of 
small organizations can crop up after the conference. In 
the process some will wither away and others may create 
a united front and emerge as strong fronts. Some strong 
orge. zations will obviously emerge. This cannot be 
deciaed by decree; it comes about through the process of 
the political struggle. [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] In a recent statement the EPRDF interim 
government indicated its desire that the | July confer- 
ence be a national reconciliation conference. From that 
point of view, is the | July conference going to be only a 
reconciliation conference or is the transitional govern- 
ment going to be formed immediately? 


{Meles] The | July conference is a conference of peace 
and democratic transition. It can also be a reconciliation 
conference at the same time. The main focus is to 
convene a conference that will bring peace and democ- 
racy to Ethiopia, and if peace and democracy prevail, 
reconciliation—national reconciliation—will naturally 
follow. The conference does not have a single reconcili- 
ation item. It aims at bringing peace and democracy. 
When peace and democracy prevail, there will be a just 
national reconciliation. When we say reconciliation, this 
does not mean setting criminals free. 


[Reporter] My question concerns the Eritrean (?issue). 
As you Stated earlier, the EPLF is going to participate in 
the conference. We know that there are other Eritrean 
political organizations. Will these groups participate in 
this conference? In addition, will prominent Eritrean 
individuals participate in this meeting? 


[After a 10-minute break for a news bulletin, recording 
picks up with Meles answer.] 


{Meles] The conference to begin on | July is based on the 
decisions of the London peace talks. One of the decisions 
of the London peace talks was to create a situation 
whereby Eritrea will stay under the EPLF. At this ttme— 
that is, during the conference—we can only negotiate 
and hold discussions with the organization that formed 
the government there. Beyond this, the issues between 
Eritrean groups and how to resolve them will not be 
directly discussed by the conference, but all groups can 
have their own views. Therefore, one of the conference 
agenda items is to negotiate and hold discussions with 
the organization that holds government power in Eritrea 
and which has been recognized in the London talks as 
holding government power. Since this is the case, we 
have not raised the question of participation of other 
Eritrean groups in this conference [words indistinct]. 


[Reporter] [Words indistinct] these want a security guar- 
antee. Who will give them this guarantee? 
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{Meles] They are given a guarantee by the government in 
power; that is, the EPRDF government. Until now we 
have not faced questions or problems on the security 
guarantee. No question about a guarantee has been asked 
so far, either from organizations or from prominent 
individuals. The question of a guarantee has not been 
raised; we have not faced any problem in this regard 
until now, and we do not think that any problem will be 
created in the future. We have given a clear and official 
guarantee. Anyone who comes to participate in the 
conference will not face any measures in connection with 
his activities in relation to the conference or at the 
conference. We made this very clear. Any Ethiopian or 
anybody has the right to enter and leave Ethiopia. This 
has been stated in decree form. Therefore, we have not 
faced any problem in this regard. 


[Reporter] [Words indistinct] the question is whether all 
political parties that can express the heartbeat of the 
Ethiopian people will take part in the conference. 


{[Meles] [passage omitted] Since the representation 
cannot still be adequate and since there will be a broad 
forum after the conference, the EPRDF believes it 1s 
necessary to leave open seats for the groups to be created. 
Accoridngly, the EPRDF believes that in the state 
assembly or parliament to be established, some seats 
should be reserved for new forces and under represented 
portions of society. We hope the conference will accept 
this proposal. 


[Reporter] From what has been said unti! now and from 
what the general situation indicates, | understand that 
numerous groups are here to participate in the confer- 
ence, but the group in the United States, the CEDF, and 
in particuiar two organizations in it, the Ethipian Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Party [EPRP] and Meison, [words 
indistinct] seems that they will not participate because of 
that. Is this because the EPRDF has told them: You have 
declared a war and therefore you wil! not participate in 
the conference, or is it because they have said: Since the 
EPRDF has not fulfilled certain conditions, we will not 
participate? 


[Meles] Well the conference 1s about peace and a demo- 
cratic transition [words indistinct}. Those who have 
refused to accept peace and democracy have obviously 
declared they will not participate in this conference. The 
forces who accept peace and democracy consist more or 
less in all forces, though there can of course be some 
small forces we do not know about, and we have made 
efforts to meet all the forces that are said to exist. As long 
as they follow the path of peace and democracy. we have 
discussed their participation in this conference with 
them, and we are still holding discussions with them. It 
has not been possible, however, to hold discussions with 
the CEDF. It has not been possible because they have 
declared war on us. They have declared war on the 
ongoing forum on transition by contributing clothes and 
money abroad and they are not discussing the transition. 
They have alienated or isolated themselves as far as we 
are concerned. 
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It cannot be said that the EPRDF has alienated the 
CEDF. The CEDF must abandon its declaration of war. 
If it does, we can discuss what kind of participation it 
will have in the forum of the transitional government. If 
it continues waging war and collecting money, weapons, 
clothes, and other things everywhere abroad for the war, 
whether they will be useful or not, this means they have 
chosen the path of war and it will be seen in practice in 
the future if that will benefit them. 


[Reporter] Will the different opinions of the partici- 
pating organizations as well as those of groups or indi- 
viduals be given due consideration in this conference? 


{[Meles}] We, the EPRDF, believe that the various ideas 
regarding peace and democracy that will be put forward 
must be given due consideration, and we have no doubt 
that the conference will proceed in this manner. There 
wil finally be a joint stance. The conference is expected 
to pass a decision on peace and democracy. To reach this 
goal, the EPRDF view 1s that various ideas must be given 
proper attention and we have no doubt that the confer- 
ence will do this. [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] We know that very many organizations are to 
Participate in the conference and we also know that they 
represent various political tendencies. During the con- 
ference and during the transitional government, these 
organizations are expected to air their differences to the 
public. [passage omitted] How will the media be used? 
How will these organizations express their views to the 
people through the media? 


{Meles] One of the resolutions we are expecting to issue 
is one concerning the rights of expression, organization, 
movement, and of running political activities. This is the 
belief of the EPRDF. Furthermore, even those organiza- 
tions not represented at the conference will have to 
express their views to the public. This is also the belief of 
the EPRDI. We also think that the conference will hold 
the same belief. In fact, the structure and objectives of 
the conference are based on this principle. 


The parliament or council which is to be formed is going 
to accomodate various organizations. In fact, the council 
is going to have a better foundation than the cabinet 
because the cabinet will require qualifications, and it is 
known that the various Ethiopian groups do not have 
balanced qualifications. So there is no balance of work 
experience, something which cannot be overcome in a 
short time. There will be some problems at the cabinet 
level as to how to represent all parts of Ethiopian society 
equally and properly, but there will be no such problem 
in the council. [passage omitted] 


After the conference, we believe that some directives will 
be issued in regard to the media, organizations, etc. We 
also believe that the government will implement the 
democratic rights that are exercised in various demo- 
cratic countries. [passage omitted] 


In the near future, various organizations will be able to 
have their own newspapers. The EPRDF might have its 
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own newspaper shortly because of its organizational 
capacity. Other organizations might not have such a 
capacity. Bearing this in mind, the government press will 
be opened to the various forces until they are able to 
have their own organs. Thus, by establishing the freedom 
of the press, by opening up the newpapers, television, 
and radio, and by initiating a wide range of discussions 
by inviting various groups who have different political 
tendencies, media freedom will be established in a very 
short time. 


[Reporter] Following up on what you said earlier, what 
are the main tasks for the transitional government? 


{[Meles] We can present here the transitional govern- 
ment’s tasks as these are conceptualized by the EPRDF. 
The tasks of the transitional government will be evident 
when the transitional government is formed, but what 
the EPRDF believes is the following: 


first and foremost, to prepare Ethiopia for democratic 
elections; 


to draft a constitution and to approve it with the full 
participation of the people; 


to form a free body to supervise elections; 

to carry Out a census in order to facilitate the elections; 
to give organizing rights to the various organizations; 
to give the chance to mobilize and organize the people; 


to create a good atmosphere after the transitional stage 
and after the government is formed freely by the people, 
and this must be taken as a main task; 


to devote all efforts to reviving the country’s economy, 
which was deteriorating as a result of the fighting; 


to assist the famine victims and others, and this must be 
taken as a great task; 


to do our best to form a flourishing democratic culture 
and structure in Ethiopia. 


These are the tasks on which the transitional government 
should focus. [passage omitted including indistinct por- 
tions] 


[Reporter] You have told us that many political organi- 
zations are going to participate in this conference. At 
present, there is a religious organization operating in the 
eastern part of our country called the Oromo Islamic 
Organization. What is the EPRDF’s view regarding this 
organization and if this organization participates in the 
conference, does this mean political and religious orga- 
nizations are going to participate in this conference? 


[Meles] The EPRDF stand says that religion and govern- 
ment must be kept separate, and this 1s clearly stated in 
the EPRDF’s program. Presently, however, we cannot 
restrict an organization with religious tendencies. Any 
political organization can be formed with different 
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views. The Ethiopian people must, however, differen- 
tiate religion and government. When the people are 
forming their government democratically during the 
elections, they must take this into consideration. This is 
what the EPRDF thinks. If the people prefer to join 
religion with government, then this is not the idea of the 
EPRDF or of the other organizations and it cannot be 
implemented in practice. What will be implemented in 
practice is what is passed by law. 


We are aware of the organization in the eastern part of 
our country, and we cannot exclude them from the 
conference because of their belief. If we start excluding 
organizations because of their beliefs, the result will be 
(bad). We have said there is no organization that will be 
excluded from the conference. There will be only those 
who exclude themselves from the conference by 
declaring war and by following the path of war. [passage 
omitted including indistinct portions] 


Four Oromo Groups Unite, To Attend Addis Meeting 


EA2806184591 (Clandestine) Voice of Oromo 
Liberation in Oromo 1000 GMT 25 Jun 91 


[Text] A long awaited unity agreement between forces 
fighting for the liberation of the Oromo nation was 
signed in Khartoum after constructive discussions on 21 
and 22 June 1991. Four groups fighting for Oromo 
liberation met in Khartoum, and three representatives 
from each organization signed the unity agreement. 


The heads of delegation of each organization were: 


1. Comrade Lencho Leta, head of the Oromo Liberation 
Front, OLF, delegation to the meeting; 


FBIS-AFR-91-126 
1 July 1991 


2. Sultan Siraj Haji Isaq, head of the Abo Liberation 
Front, ALF, [known by Somalis as Somali Abo Libera- 
tion Front] delegation; 


3. General Wako Gutu, [leader of the 1960s southern 
Oromo uprising against Haile Selassie] head of the 
Oromo People’s Liberation Front, OPLF, delegation; 


4. Haji Umar Muhammad Ismail, head of the Oromo 
Muslims’ Liberation Front, OMLF, delegation. 


We say that the agreement is historic because it was 
reached between the four forces, which formerly dis- 
agreed due to minor differences. The fact that they have 
now agreed with each other without any third party 
mediation proves the ability of the Oromo nation to 
solve its problems through reasoning. Moreover, the 
agreement between the four Oromo forces comes at a 
crucial time. The agreement also contributes to the 
unification of their fighters to strengthen the forces and 
voice of the Oromo nation for its self- detei .aination. 


The four Oromo fronts which have reached an agree- 
ment will participate in the upcoming meeting in Addis 
Ababa and will represent the Oromo nation in the broad 
based government to be established after the meeting. 


Addis Ababa Holds Elections for WPE Members 


EA3006213091 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1000 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[Text] Elections to peace and stability committees were 
carried out throughout Addis Ababa today. It has been 
learned that today’s elections were conducted to replace 
the expelled security members of the Workers’ Party of 
Ethiopia [WPE] who had been elected to the peace and 
stability committees earlier. 
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Police Arrest Alleged Coup Leader on Arrival 


MB2906 164891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1556 GMT 29 Jun 91 


[By Andrew Lefoka] 


{Text} Johannesburg June 29 SAPA—Mr Peter “Rocky” 
Malebana-Metsing, alleged leader of an attempted coup in 
Bophuthatswana in February 1988, was arrested on his 
arrival at Jan Smuts Airport in Johannesburg on Saturday 
afternoon. Mr Malebana-Metsing was returning from 
Harare after four years in exile. The alleged coup leader, 
who has been granted indemnity by the Soutn African 
Government, was arrested by three South African 
policemen immediately after he landed at the airport. 


Mr Malebana-Metsing, wearing a black suit and specta- 
cles and clutching a briefcase, was spotted by supporters 
as he was led away by police. The police were apparently 
taking Mr Malebana-Metsing through unused areas of 
the airport in an attempt to avoid hundreds of people 
who had arrived to welcome him. 


The alleged coup leader told the supporters who saw 
him: “They (the police) said they've charged me with 
treason and murder.” Supporters ran after the policemen 
and tried to wrestle Mr Malebana-Metsing from them. 


A SAPA reporter spotted SUNDAY TIMES journalist 
Mr Cameul Dikotla, who had also allegedly run after Mr 
Malebana-Metsing and his SAP [South African Police] 
escort, being led away by policemen. The reporter was 
subsequently released. 


Prior to the drama, hundreds of supporters dressed in 
ANC [African National Congress] colours, formed a 
guard of honour at the airport's customs exit to await the 
arrival of Mr Malebana-Metsing. The exilee allegedly 
ruled Bophuthatswana for several hours in 1988, before 
the South African Defence Force moved in to crush the 
coup against the homeland’s government. 


Capt Eugene Opperman, police liaison officer for the 
Witwatersrand, said on Saturday that although he was not 
aware of the arrest, a warrant had been issued by Johan- 
nesburg’s senior magistrate. Mr Malebana-Metsing was to 
be held pending a hearing on whether he be extradited to 
Bophuthatswana, he said. After the scuffle with police at 
the airport, confused supporters milled around attempting 
to find out what was happening. 


ANC Negotiations Held 


MB2906172691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1719 GMT 29 Jun 91 


{Text} Johannesburg June 29 SAPA—Top-level negotia- 
tions were being held on Saturday afternoon between the 
\frican National Congress [ANC] and the South African 
jovernment in an effort to secure the release of Mr Peter 
‘Rocky”” Malebana-Metsing. Mr Malebana-Metsing, 
who allegedly led the 1988 coup in Bophuthatswana 
which was later crushed by the South African Defence 
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Force, was arrested as he landed at Jan Smuts Airport in 
Johannesburg after four years in exile. 


Mr Sipho Siboto, a member of the reception committee 
which had gathered at the airport to give Mr Malebana- 
Metsing a hero’s welcome, told reporters that ANC 
Deputy President Mr Nelson Mandela had contacted 
Law and Order Minister Mr Adriaan Vlok concerning 
the arrest. Mr Siboto added that security personnel at the 
airport had confirmed that Mr Malebana-Metsing had 
been taken to police headquarters at John Vorster 
Square in Johannesburg. Security personnel would not 
tell him if the the exile had been led away by members of 
the South African Police or by the Bophuthatswana 
Security Branch. 


Mr Essop M. Patel, instructed by Mr Malebana- 
Metsing’s attorney, said he would go to Johan Vorster 
Square to discover what had happened to the exile. 


IFP Invited to Opening of ANC Conference 


MB2906202291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2014 GMT 29 Jun 91 


[SAPA PR Wire Service. Invitation from the African 
National Congress, ANC, to the Inkatha Freedom Party, 
IFP, to send two representatives to the opening proceed- 
ings of its congress to be held from 2-6 July; issued by the 
Office of the IFP President on 29 June 1991] 


[Text] [no dateline as received] I received a circular 
invitation addressed to the president of the IFP by fax 
today inviting the IFP to send two representatives to the 
ANC’s congress next week. The IFP Central Committee 
is fortunately in session today and I put the question of 
our response to the ANC invitation to members of the 
Central Committee. 


The following resolution was adopted after debate: 


“We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party are totally committed to bring about a 
multi-party democracy. For this to happen relationships 
between political parties will have to be normalised. This 
in turn will only happen if violence abates and dialogue 
between political parties begins. 


The Inkatha Freedom Party is committed to this dia- 
logue. We therefore resolve: 


1. To wish the ANC well in holding its congress in 
Durban next week and applaude this attempt by the 
ANC to link itself to the wider society around it. 


2. To state that the Inkatha Freedom Party is looking 
forward to discussions between its Central Committee 
and the ANC’s National Executive Committee to [NEC] 
which the ANC has now at last agreed to. 


3. To state that we look forward to the coming meeting 
between the ANC National Executive Committee and 
IFP Central Committee to resolve the outstanding prob- 
lems between the two organisations.“ 
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I have just returned from abroad to be told that Mr. 
Alfred Nzo the secrctary general of the ANC has con- 
veyed to Dr Frank Mdlalose the ANC NEC’s willingness 
to meet with the Central Committee of the IFP after its 
congress to resolve the set-back in our relations caused 
by attacks by the ANC on the IFP in the ultimatum that 
was sent to President de Klerk by the ANC. 


This is a meeting which the deputy president of the ANC 
discussed with me on the telephone and which we agreed 
was necessary in order to normalise relations between the 
ANC and the IFP. We hope that it is this meeting which 
will normalise relations between the two organisations. 
The Central Committee stated that Inkatha Freedom Party 
cannot place the cart before the horse. We have to wait for 
the normalisation of relations between the two organisa- 
tions first before we relate in the normal way to each other 
as Organisations and as members of our organisations by, 
for example, accepting the kind of invitation under discus- 
sion. The invitation read the following: To: The President 
Inkatha Freedom Party Dear Friend 


On behalf of the African National Congress I hereby 
extend a warm invitation to your organisation to the 
opening session of our 48th National Conference. The 
conference will extend from 2-6 July 1991. 


Your organisation is requested to send two representa- 
tives to the opening which will occur from 9h00 to 13h00 
on 2 July. The president and deputy-president of the 
ANC will address the opening session. Lunch, to which 
you are also invited, will be served at 13h00. Please 
confirm acceptance of this invitation by 30 June 1991. If 
you wish to send a message of solidarity to the confer- 
ence this must accompany your acceptance. Please 
address your correspondence to: 


Chairperson 

National Preparatory Committee 
PO Box 61884 

Marshalltown 2107 

Tel: 634 7017 Fax: 834 2414 


Looking forward to your presence at the conference and 
the report-back rally which will be on 7 July starting at 
10h00. 


With fraternal greetings 


A. Nzo secretary general 


National Conference Previewed 


MB3006132091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1137 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[By political correspondnet Pierre Claassen] 


[Text] Cape Town June 30 SAPA—The ANC [African 
National Congress] at its Durban conference this week 
faces the most daunting challenge of its long history— 
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transforming a revolutionary movement fragmented by 
decades of banning into a unified political body able to 
lead a campaign of protracted negotiations for a new 
non-racial South Africa. 


When the 2,000-plus delegates gather on the University 
of Durban Westville Campus on Tuesday, they will face 
a highly factionalised meeting publically branded as a 
political crack-up looking for a place to hide. That place, 
it is broadly expected, will be behind the undisputed 
leadership of its president-elect, Mr Nelson Mandela, 
and a brand new constitution, hopefully the final written 
proof of unity. 


The factions too will ultimately find their places behind 
the various new—and old—faces that make it to the top 
leadership positions and the expanded ¥(0-member 
National Executive Committee [NEC]. Comp: omise is 
predicted to acquire new meaning at Westville ‘his week 
if the pre-conference positioning is to b> believed. 
Already the proposal for the enlarged NEC is seen as a 
major compromise to accommodate the widest possible 
array of factions while retaining the face of unity. From 
this broader group the selection of a National Working 
Committee [NWC] will reduce numbers down to man- 
ageable proportions. 


The move is also seen as an attemip! 'o safeguard the 
positions of the current NEC, “imported” from exile, 
while making room for other “interna! ' candidates with 
undeniable claim to executive position. The proposal 
thus hopes to head off substantial trouble at the pass but 
is generally expected to be only partially successful. 


Leading the order of “trouble” is the Natal firebrand, Mr 
Harry Gwala, who has thrown down a veritable heap of 
gauntlets [words indistinci} of a clearly militant constit- 
uency of the radicalised youth who hold no truck with 
the current leadership’s willingness to negotiate a consti- 
tutional settlement with the government. 


Mr Gwala’s hard line is also regarded as a major factor in 
the failure of the current leadership's peace accords with 
Inkatha in Natal. Last week he quoted the “holy script” 
of the Harare Declaration to say that its dictate was for 
the “people” and not the “leaders” to govern. He told 
NUMSA’s [National Union of Metalworkers of South 
Africa’s] conference that Westville would decide whether 
the ANC was to be an “elite organisation” or whether 
“the revolution can be saved”. 


He has [words indistinct] the Natal South Coast region, 
the ANC intelligence chief, Mr Jacob Zuma, for deputy 
president, just as Umkhonto we Sizwe [spear of the 
Nation (MK)}—ANC military wing] commander, Mr 
Chris Hani, is being played against the moderate globe- 
trotting international affairs director Mr Thabo Mbeki, 
aS main guns at the Westville Campus show-down. The 
compromise 1s an unwilling and ageing Mr Walter Sisulu 
who will have to foresake retirement in order to preserve 
unity. 
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Men like the communist hardliner Mr Gwala and his 
moderate provincial comrade, Mr Zuma, are symptoms, 
elevated to symbols, of the divisions within the 
unbanned ANC. They largely personify the main conun- 
drum facing the ANC: Successfully putting together the 
personalities and positions of the [Robben] “islanders”, 
the exiles and those who survived at home by leading the 
Strugg'e in the Mass Democratic Movement. 


Even more importantly, insiders insist, the ANC must at 
the same time satisfy some extrememly high expecta- 
tions from a youthful constituency seeking instant grat- 
ification of a need for political power, education and 
socio-economic advancement. It must also face up to the 
painful truths Mr Mbeki has to tell about the unsustain- 
able policy on sanctions. 


This constituency served clear notice of its near defiant 
will at the ANC’s December consultative conference 
where the moderate advice of both Mr Mandela and the 
once revered ANC president, Mr Oliver Tambo, were 
rudely brushed aside. The net result was that Mr Man- 
dela had to submit to the humiliating task of obstinately 
fighting a lost cause against sanctions on a world stage 
where the spotlight preferred to follow President F.W. de 
Klerk’s dismantling of legal apartheid. 


There are many, like Mr Gwala and Mr Chris Hani, who 
have shown themselves more than prepared to hold out 
rhetoric promises of quick-fix solutions for the deprived 
masses and have subsequently amassed considerable 
grass roots support. Now they are tipped as pushing for 
positions as high as it takes to radicalise the whole face 
and direction of the ANC. 


That is one element in this week's deliberations which is 
beyond dispute, namely that there will be a serious effort 
made to move the organisation away from moderation. 
The government ts perceived as outwitting them in that 
soft shoe style. 


A main player in the move is expected to be the real dark 
horse of the conference—the SA [South Afncan] Com- 
munist Party [SACP]. Although its beleaguered minority 
has been targeted as holding a disproportionate position 
of influence within the leadership cadre, it has long held 
an established role as main strategist of the ANC. 


Apart from all the other factional problems the ANC 
conference faces, the shadow of a clearly debilitating 
SACP alliance must lurk in the wings. 


The International Freedom Foundation issued a state- 
ment on Sunday (today) predicting that although the 
SACP stood to lose many key members of the NEC, this 
would not necessarily result in any decrease in SACP 
influence over the ANC. It expects the SACP to hold at 
least half of the 90 positions on the new NEC and 
maintaining “significant influence” in the NWC “super 
executive’, thus achieving its objective of securing com- 
prehensive control over the ANC’s administrative and 
policy direction. 
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Some strain has been put on the partnership by the costly 
US ban on funds to communist-allied organisations— 
leaving an estimated R{rand]27 million ANC money 
frozen in US banks—and by the more radicalised 
approach of SACP members such as Mssrs Gwala and 
Hani who are perceived as nurturing the revolutionary 
legacy least appropriately applicable to present politics. 


It is present politics, and an urgent need for funding, 
which will ultimately dictate the outcome. Present post- 
revolutionary politics will, the moderates in the ANC 
agree, dictate democratic compromise and pragmatic 
leadership if the movement is to have any chance of 
meeting the National Party government at the negoti- 
ating table as the formibable opponent its supporters 
demand. Many current NEC members, most noteably 
Secretary General Alfred Nzo, will have to fall away at 
the Westville polls to produce the right team. 


The ANC must also bridge a three-decade absence of open 
democratic debate within its own ranks. It must somehow 
answer the challenge of President de Klerk in his summa- 
rising speech to Parliament, to empower true leaders with 
a clear mandate. Political analysts agree that this is a 
minimum requirement if the movement is to retain its 
favoured position both inside South Africa and abroad. 


There are signs that the ANC is willing to try. The ANC 
leadership has clearly anticipated that this, the first 
post-apartheid exercise in policy-making and leadership 
election will be a protracted process, that much ground 
needs to be covered and that maximum time should be 
given to ensure results. 


An entire week, mostly behind closed doors, will decide 
on a new constitution geared towards the ANC’s new 
legalised political role, appropriate tactics and policies 
on crucial issues including consitutional principles and 
negotiations, land reform, health and education, the 
economy, etc. A veritable library of discussion papers 
have been produced and discussed at branch level and 
are expected to be even more thoroughly dissected and 
redrafted by work-shop commissions. 


Decisions will also be required on the precise nature of 
patriotic front-style alliances with the PAC [Pan- 
Africanist Congress] and Azapo [Azanian People’s Orga- 
nization], due to be formalised at a combined conference 
in August. Prime position on the agenda will however be 
held by the unwritten topic of unity, the one commodity 
without which the ANC cannot afford to emerge from 
Westville if it is to remain a credible force in forging the 
new South Africa. 


that emerges at Westville, 

media from most of the 
proceedings, will hav« n a process of informed 
deduction and on word ng down from within the 
congress debate. These will have to be matched and 
measured against official briefings which will, as all 
experienced observers expect, put the best face on each 
day's events for the outside world. 


As for judging the rea! 
political analysts, barr 
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The world is awaiting the outcome of the ANC’s confer- 
ence to judge its political viability, particularly as a 
unifying factor not only among blacks but across the 
entire political spectrum. It will have to start, observers 
insist, by showing it can unite its own membership 
behind credible leaders and realistic goals this week. 


Once that has been done President de Klerk’s other 
expressed priority—a swift move towards real constitu- 
tional negotiations—may come a giant step closer and 
the new South Africa need no longer be put on hold. 


ANC Spokesman on Conference 


MB3006154691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1533 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[By Craig Doonan] 


[Text] Durban Jun 30 SAPA—Afrcan National Con- 
gress [ANC] president, Mr Oliver Tambo, and his deputy 
Mr Nelson Mandela jetted into Durban on Sunday 
afternoon to attend the organisation’s crucial 48th 
National Conference starting on Tuesday [2 July]. 


The conference, to be held at the University of Durban 
Westville, runs until Saturday and will culminate in a 
mass rally at King’s Park Stadium where the newly 
elected president will make his first official address. 


The ANC last week said it was approaching its first 
national conference in the country in over 30 years with 
the view that it will be South Africa’s next government. 
Three thousand delegates from South Africa and the rest 
of the world will converge on Durban for the conference 
and by Sunday evening hundreds of delegates began 
arriving in the city. 


At a media briefing in Durban over the weekend, ANC 
official Patrick Lekota said the conference would 
broadly be concentrating on three crucial areas of work. 
These are organisational issues, negotiations and ANC 
policy. Mr Lekota explained that after 30 years of exile, 
above and underground operations and incarceration, all 
the components of the ANC would conglomerate under 
one roof to deliberate on the organisation’s future. 


“Thirty years ago conditions were different, today the 
organisation must establish itself under new conditions. 
We must take into account existing realities and draw up 
a new constitution to enable the anc to function effec- 
tively,” Mr Lekota said. 


Commenting on the election of a new National Executive 
Commitee, Mr Lekota said the ANC wanted to elect the 
“best team to lead the ANC”. He said the press had 
portrayed elections as a “leadership struggle—a daggers 
drawn situation”. This was not so as the ANC was merely 
looking to field the best team with competent leadership. 


On the question of negotiations, the ANC was planning 
to chart the path which it thought negotiations should 
pursue. Crucial here would be decisions taken on the 
removal of remaining obstacles, how to increase pressure 
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to speed up the release of remaining political prisoners 
and the issues of an interim government, constituent 
assembly and an all-party conference. The future of 
sanctions would also be scrutinised as would be the issue 
of mass action. Policy formulation would involve 
looking at present realities in the country and formu- 
lating practical steps for the ANC to yield its ultimate 
objectives, Mr Lekota added. 


On the issue of violence Mr Lekota said: “It’s our hope 
that when the conference is over, out of the deliberations 
will come a strong indication to the entire country that 
the ANC would like to see the country return to peace”’. 


Mandela, Tambo Arrive in Durban 


MB3006162691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1619 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[By Craig Doonan] 


[Text] Durban Jun 30 SAPA—The African National 
Congress [ANC] was the architect of the peace process in 
South Africa and was determined to continue this 
momentum forward, ANC Deputy President Mr Nelson 
Mandela said in Durban on Sunday evening. Mr Man- 
dela had arrived in the city, accompanied by ailing ANC 
President Mr Oliver Tambo, to attend the ANC’s 48th 
National Conference over this week. About 200 people 
chanted and toyi-toyied in Louis Botha Airport as Mr 
Tambo and Mr Mandela made a brief appearance before 
being whisked away. 


Mr Tambo, still affected by a stroke suffered in 1989, 
walked slowly and chanted “Amandla” [“*Power’’] to the 
group, but did not address them. Instead, Mr Mandela 
said: “You will hear the president addressing the dele- 
gates (to the conference), it’s not necessary for him to say 
anything mght now.” 


Pressed for comment on the conference, Mr Mandela 
said it would focus on issues “which form the essence of 
national debate in the country”. The conference would 
address issues facing the transformation “from an apart- 
heid state to a democracy,” he added. 


Other issues under focus would be an interim govern- 
ment—“a soverign body with complete control of all 
organs of control’, a constituent assembly, a patriotic 
front, an all-party conference, and negotiations, Mr Man- 
dela said. “We are the architects of the peace process and 
we're determined to continue this momentum forward,” 
he added. 


Questioned on the debacle surrounding the arrest of the 
alleged leader of the 1988 coupt attempt in 
Bophuthatswana, Mr Peter “Rocky” Malebane-Metsing, 
Mr Mandela said “That is being resolved and we have 
nothing further to say about that”. The ANC deputy 
president said Mr Malebane-Metsing had spent the 
morning at his home adding that he would probably arrive 
in Durban later Sunday night or Monday morning. 
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‘Mystery’ Over Buthelezi Meeting With CIA Head 
MB 2806123391 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 28 Jun-4 Jul 91 p 6 


{Report by Arthur Gaushon: “Buthelezi’s CIA Meeting 
Puzzle] 


[Text] A mystery has blown up in the trail of Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s visit to Washington last week 
after he told journalists here he had met “the head of the 
Central Intelligence Agency”. 


The Inkatha leader, at a news conference with especially 
invited correspondents, disclosed this while listing his 
various engagements in the U.S. capital. Among those 
engagements were sessions with the Foreign Affairs 
Commitiees of the two Congressional houses, a tete- 
a-tete and lunch with President George Bush, a talk with 
Vice-President Dan Quayle, and a very well-attended 
meeting with the Heritage Foundation. 


Buthelezi did not elaborate when asked on what took 
place during his extensive round of talks. Nor did he 
name “the head of the CIA” whose incumbent director, 
William Webster, has announced his intention of leaving 
the post. Bush has nominated Robert M. Gates, cur- 
rently deputy national security advisor, as his successor 
but may have trouble in obtaining Congressional confir- 
mation for the appointment in view of Gates’ supposed 
involvement in the Iran-Contra scandal. 


But the big question puzzling British as well as some U.S. 
officials is why Buthelezi should have been given any 
time at all with the chief of the CIA. What, if any, 
intelligence or security issue could have been discussed? 
Was it merely a courtesy encounter or something more 
significant? South African as well as Bntish political and 
diplomatic authonties would dearly like answers to these 
questions and presumably, are quietly seeking answers. 
CIA interest in the Republic goes back a long way. The 
late William Casey, one of the engineers of the Iran- 
Contra affair, is known to to have made one or more 
secret visits to South Africa during the Reagan years. 


Telephonic inquines to officials in Washington yielded no 
explanations. Possibly recognising that a Buthelezi-ClA 
connection could be misconstrued, one member of the 
Buthelezi entourage sought to play down the event, sug- 
gesting Webster was merely one of several guests at an 
official White House lunch. But this did not stack up 
against Buthelezi’s unqualified statement about the 
meeting. 


In his 25-minute session with Prime Minister John 
Major and a parallel meeting with Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd here on Tuesday [25 June], Buthelezi was 
urged to play his important part in ensuring an end to 
township violence. Major expressed UK satisfaction at 
the weekend peace accord among the key parties brought 
together on the initiative of church leaders. 
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But his own welcome, echoed by Hurd, contrasted with 
Buthelezi’s somewhat cold comment on the develop- 
ment when asked about it at the news conference. That 
weekend agreement, he said. “1s no more significant than 
the accord reached last January” except that 1 involves 
more parties. 


Buthelezi dismissed as “media distortions” widely pub- 
lished reports charging that Inkatha units appeared to be 
the aggressors in most episodes of violence. If Inkatha 
was suffering from an image problem it was, he asserted, 
the fault of the media indulging in what he called 
“political masturbation”. 


Buthelezi accused the Afncan National Congress [ANC] 
of failing to comply with the agreement reached with 
Inkatha in ending the violence. He disclosed that there 1s 
to be a meeting between ANC secretary genera! Alfred 
Nzo and Inkatha’s national chairman after the ANC 
national conference next week. His movement, he said 
has no plans for a formal alliance with the National Party 
but talks are going on with the various groups currently 
represented in parliament. He gave no details. 


Defense Minister: Security ‘Will Not Be Shared’ 


MB2806155491 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[Text] Defense Minister Magnus Malan says internal 
security in South Africa is the task and responsibility of 
the [South Afmcan] Defense Force [SADF] and Police 
[SAP] and will not be shared with any other military or 
semi-military organizations. Speaking at Potchefstroom 
today, Malan said it therefore remained a matter of 
principle that no private or political party or movement 
could have an army of its own. He reiterated his rejec- 
tion of the ANC’s [Afncan National Congress] claims in 
this regard. Malan says the SADF, in conjunction with 
the SAP, has the task to see South Afnca through its 
transitional period in the field of securty. 


Rights Commission ‘Dropped From Negotiations’ 
MB3006110691 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 30 Jun 91 p § 


{Unattributed report: “Amnesties: HRC Role Is Over™’} 


[Text] The Human Rights Commission [HRC], which 
played a leading role in the release of political prisoners, 
has been dropped from negotiations. 


Justice and Correctional Services Minister Kobie 
Coetsee said the ANC [Afncan National Congress] had 
agreed to deal directly with government and form a 
“scrutiny committee” comprising only the ANC and the 
government. 


The ANC had agreed that the Audit Committee, which 
included the HRC, had no further function in deciding 
which prisoners qualified for release under the Pretona 
Minute, he said. 
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However, ANC spokesman Gill Marcus said Mr. Coet- 
see's announcement had come as a complete surpnse. At 
no stage had the ANC agreed to the HRC being dropped, 
she said. 


Most of the names on the list submitted by the ANC for 
indemnification were supplied by the HRC 


The HRC was formed with representatives from vanous 
anti-government organisations after the 1988 banning of 
the Detainees’ Parent Support Commuttee [DPSC], a 
group established to press for the release of political 
detainees. 


The HRC functions as a monitomng and research group 
focusing On repression, according to Miss Safoora Sadek, 
a spokesman. 


While the organisation is independent of the ANC, a 
number of its commissioners are members of the ANC. 


They are: 


—Albertina Sisulu, a member of the ANC’s Women’s 
League. 


—Human nghts lawyer Geoff Budlander. 
—Black Sash vice-chairman, Mary Burton, 


—Cape Town lawyer and member of the ANC’s Consti- 
tutional Commission, Dullah Omar, 


—Durban Advocate Pius Langa, nominated for election 
to the ANC’s NEC [National Executive Committee]. 
He represented Winnie Mandela in her recent tral: 


—Cosatu [Congress of South Afmcan Trade Union] 
deputy-president, Chns Dlamini, 


—Dr Max Coleman, an activist and formerly a leading 
light in the DPSC; 


—Joyce Mabudafhasi, a human mghts campaigner and 
member of the Northern Transvaal ANC; 


—Dr Diliza My of the National Medical and Dental 
Association: 


—Father Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, head of the Institute 
of Contextual Theology. 


Boesak: ANC Demand ‘Difficult’ To Meet 


MB2906165691 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
1600 GMT 29 Jun 91 


[Text] A leading South Afncan activist, Dr. Allan Boe- 
sak, says it will be very difficult to meet the ANC’s 
[African National Congress] demand for an intenm 
government in South Africa. Speaking at the annual 
meeting of the Orange Free State Province’s Afmkaans 
Teachers’ Union in Bloemfontein, Dr. Boesak said he 
foresaw that a new government would come to power 
after a constituent assembly guided the country through 
a preparation process. He said he rejected the resurgence 
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of ethnic nationalism because it was being manifested by 
the Afmkaners and Zulus alone. 


ANC ‘Deeply Disturbed’ by Statement on Squatters 
MB2906182091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1757 GMT 29 Jun 91 


[Text] Johannesburg June 29 SAPA—The Afncan 
National Congress [ANC] accused the police of declaring 
war on homeless people, following a statement on Fnday 
by Mr Johan Scheepers, the deputy minister of law and 
order. Mr Scheepers said that while the police did not 
have the mght to break down shacks and remove squat- 
ters, they would “on request, afford the necessary pro- 
tection where it 1s requested by persons or institutions 
who may, in accordance with legal provisions or court 
orders, break down and remove such structures”. 


On Saturday the ANC said 1 was deeply disturbed by the 
deputy minister's statement. “The association of cnme 
with squatting [word indistinct] a dangerous bias on the 
part of the police. Mr Scheeper's statement is a declara- 
tion of war on homeless people,” the congress said. “We 
have already seen brutal attacks on homeless people by 
mght wing vigilante groups. Mr Scheeper's statement will 
only encourage them in their violent and racist behavior. 
“If there are any more attacks we wiil hold himself and 
the government respensible, the ANC concluded. 


‘Direct Appeals’ te De Klerk Change School Policy 
MB3006152191 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 30 Jun 91 p 4 


[Report by political correspondent David Breier: “Wide 
Pressure Led to Schools’ Big Turnaround”) 


[Text] Direct appeals to State President F.W. de Klerk by 
powerful groups to intervene in the Government's con- 
troversial dog-in-the-manger white school policy helped 
to achieve the sudden about-turn this week. 


This is the view of MPs following the unexpected 1 80- 
degrees change in Government policy on under-utilised 
white schools. 


Earlier this month white “own affairs” education Min- 
ister Piet Clase announced the closure of a large number 
of under-utilised white schools despite appeals that he 
open them to all races instead. 


But he persisted with the policy even though this meant 
the loss of hundreds of teachers’ jobs as well. 


Mr. Clase also insisted that only those white schools 
which had adopted one of the Government's three 
models would be allowed to admit blacks. 


This inflexible policy provoked a massive outcry 
including this week's attempt by an Alexandra township 
school to occupy the closed Orange Grove Primary 
School. 


‘aa 
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The SUNDAY STAR reported last week that the policy 
of closing under-utilised white schools instead of 
opening them to all was a deliberate and secret Govern- 
ment policy. 


The aim was to ensure that most of the remaining white 
schools were filled with white pupils and would thus 
remain mainly white when statutory race bars in schools 
were eventually lifted. 


On Wednesday [26 June] Mr. Clase demied there was any 
such secret agenda. and he repeated that the “present 
rationalisation programme of the DEC (Department of 
Education and Culture) has been cleared with the Min- 
isters’ Council and with the other relevant authorities in 
the Government.” 


But a day after this statement came the astonishing 
about-turn in an announcement jointly made by Mr. 
Clase, Louis Pienaar, the Minister of National Educa- 
tion, and Stoffel van der Merwe, the Minister of Educa- 
tion and Training, with Dr. van der Merwe, a close 
confidante of Mr. de Klerk, doing most of the talking. 


The Government opened the way for under-utilised 
white schools to open their doors to all races instead of 
closing down. It guaranteed that all closed white schools 
would be transferred to other education departments. 


Democratic Party education spokesman Roger Burrows 
said the sudden change had resulted from a combination 
of pressure including international pressure from 
Western embassies. 


There had also been a warning from the ANC [Afincan 
National Congress] contact group on education calling 
for a moratonum on the closing of schools or else there 
would be concerted direct action. 


In addition business and teacher organisations, who 
were extremely unhappy at the closures, had gone 
directly to Mr. de Klerk and had bypassed his Ministers, 
Mr. Burrows disclosed. 


“Those sor’s of pressures—together with media pressure 
directed at the nonsensical policy of schools and colleges 
closed at a time of need as well as the possibility of a 
hidden agenda—forced the Government to make public 
a considerable change in policy,” Mr. Burrows said 


“Considerable pressure in Parliament and support by all 
other parties and even by a number of Nat [National 
Party] MPs, albeit confidentially, showed that Mr 
Clase’s rationalisation process enjoyed minima) ‘up- 
port,” Mr. Burrows said. 
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He said that instead of reacting to evefits as the Govern- 
ment had now done, it should be “proactive un doing this 
kind of imaginative thing.” 


The Government has claimed that this week's policy 
change had been under consideration for some me. But 
the tuming of the announcement appears to coincide with 
the massive pressure on the Government to change its 


policy. 


29 Jun Press Review on Current Issues, Problems 
MB290609329! 


[Eduonal Report} 


THE STAR 


Decision To Sign Nonproliferation Treaty ‘Sensible’ — 
“The Government's decision to sign .ne treaty on non- 
proliferation of nuclear weapons was as sensible as it was 
tumely,” declares Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 29 Jun: in a page |2 editonal. “Comuag on the same 
day that President de K’crk signed the apartheid laws 
into Oblivion, it was a symbolic yet essential gesture to 
show that South Afrnca 1s senous about mdding itself of 
its panah label and again becoming internationally 
respectable.” “Now South Afnca’s nuclear records will 
be open for general inspection; it can share its peaceful 
technology with its neighbours and its experts will again 
be welcome at international conferences on the subject 
How refreshing it is to be coming in from the cold.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Government Needs Broad Policy on Schools— 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 27 June ina 
page 6 editornal states “the police were mght to stop the 
National Education Co-ordinating Committee from bus- 
sing Black schoolchildren from Alexandra Township to 
take over the empty Orange Grove Pmmary School 
Occupation of the school would have been illegal.” “Yes, 
we agree there is an urgent need for more schools and 
inore school rooms in Black townships,” but “the 
problem cannot be solved by taking over schools in what 
are still White suburbs.” “While we criticise the orga- 
nisers who attempted to take over the school, we also 
find fault with the government for the manner in which 
it handled the issue. It should have allowed the Orange 
Grove School to become a mixed school.” “Schools are 
bound to be increasingly integrated,” so there “should, 
therefore, have been a broad policy decision now on 
what to do with schools which do not have sufficient 
pupils to keep them open.” 
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Angola 


UNITA Official on Call for National Conference 


WB280620189! Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1000 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[Excerpt} Eha, Salupeto Pena, National Umon for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] representative 
at the Joint Polincal and Miltary Commussion, has 
declined to elaborate on a national conference in Angola 
as called for by the constituent commussions of several 
political parties. Speaking to the ANGOLAN PRESS 
AGENCY in Luanda today, Salupeto Pena said that 
UNITA has not been approached by other political 
groups, hence his unfamilianty with the goals of such a 
conference. [passage omitted) 


MPLA-Planted Mines Hinder Movement in Huambe 


MB2906111691 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Cental Africa 0935 GMT 29 Jun 9! 


[Text] Jamba, Fnday, June 28—Reports from Huambo 
Province say many roads in the region continue to be 
impassable due to landmines planted by the MPLA [Pop- 
ular Movement for the Liberation of Angola) forces dunng 
the course of the civil war. The Huambo-Cuma, Babaera, 
and Cubal roads as well as the Huambo- Lung: and 
Chiumbo roads continue to pose danger to traffic and free 
circulanen of people due to several booby traps and 
antipersonnel mines which have not been diffused vet. 


The UNITA {National !Jnion for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola) MPLA military subcommussion in the 
province has so far stated diffusing the deadly devices 
on the Alto-Hama-Londuimbale, Bela Vista, Chiumbo 
roads linking to Chipipa outpost, Belo Honzonte, Alto- 
Hama, and Wakukungu roads. So far at least 245 ant- 
personnel mines have been successfully defused, 
according to the reports. 


MPLA Reportedly Murders Chief in Cunene 25 Jun 


WB2906111891 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 0940 GMT 29 Jun 9! 


{Text} Jamba, Fnday, June 28—An MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola} secunty officer 
in Chamutete area in Cunene Province has shot dead a 
traditional chief sympathetic to UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola}. Sources in 
the area reported yesterday that an officer of the MPLA 
secret police Minse [Ministry of State Securnty), identi- 
fied as Kassanga Pedro of Jamba Katruka, June 25 
murdered Chief Inka of Chimbundu village. Chief Inka 
had beed a famous UNITA supporter in the area and on 
several occassions the MPLA secret police had threat- 
ened to murder him. 


Circumstances surrounding the chief's death were not 
clear, but Black Cockerel quoting relatives of the 
deceased said he had attempted to influence his subjects 
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to vote for UNITA on elecnons next vear, when he was 
shot dead Dy a man dressed in crvihan clothes. 


Deputy Minister on Funding Political Parties 
WB2S06 15009! Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 28 Jun 9! 


[Text] The deputy finance minister responsidle for the 
budget sand in Luanda today that the law does not 
provide for any financial assistance to a political party 
which has not been registered wath the People’s Supreme 
Trbunal. Speaking to our cor spondent, Dr. Sedastiao 
de Sousa ¢ Santos Jumor sand. 


[Begin recording) [Passage indistinct} but so far there are 
no political parties as the law sees ut. What we have are 
constituent commussions. The law wall only be apphed 
once partes (“are officially registered) and have seats in 
Parliament. So the funding wall be in proportion to the 
number of seats each party has in Parhament 


The State General Budget wall include an annual amount 
to assist political parnes financially. [Words indistunct) 
any Organization must have its own sources of income 
Even in (our prvate lives) we first organize [words 
indistinct} mn addition to state funds, the parnes wall 
raise their own funds. The latter can be in the form of 
fund raising campaigns, contnbutions, and donations by 
ciuzens and national enterpnses. So far there are no 
parties that can be funded under the terms of the law. 
[end recording} 


* Atmosphere in Luanda Following Peace Accord 
9IAF 11844 Pans LE MONDE im French 14 Jun 91 p ~ 


[Article by special correspondent in Luanda, Fredenc 
Fritscher: “Angola: Learning Peace”—first paragraph 1s 
LE MONDE introduction) 


[Text] Two weeks after the signature of the agreement that 
ended the civil war, Luanda 1s preparing for the elections. 


The foul smell that emanates from three huge metallic 
trash cans does not bother in the least the hundred or so 
youths who, like every [other every] morning, are waiting 
for the publication of the very official JORNAL DE 
ANGOLA, The municipal garbage truck comes at reg- 
ular intervals, but the heat and humidity encourage all 
kinds of fermentations. Theve 4 not enough water to 
clean the town. Luanda is muggy and filthy. 


Roads full of potholes, cracked building fronts: the 
capital of the former Portuguese colony, devastated by 
over 15 years of civil war, is now overpopulated. One 
fourth of the country’s population-—<stimated at over 8 
milhon—is piled there. “he buildings facing the beach, 
hastily built by the Portuguese in the early sixties, are 
packed. 
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Every day, the “mousseque,” the shantytowns sur- 
rounding the city, swollen by the exodus of rural popu- 
lations, pour thousands of unemployed youths down- 
town. In 1990, 90,000 children, all duly registered, could 
not find a place in school. Two-thirds of the Angolans are 
under 25; one half are under 14. 


Antonio is an ageless adolescent. He casts a curious 
glance on each of the photographs pinned in the huge 
windows of the Anibal-de-Melo Information Center. 
Here, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos is congratu- 
lating troops in fatigues. But it is the other panel that 
interests him. “O bandito! Sure I know him; this is the 
third time I come here to see the pictures. It’s Savimbi 
shaking hands with Comrade Dos Santos,” he explains 
with a knowing air. “It’s peace now.” 


Courting the Catholic Church 


‘Paz’: written in stylish blue letters, the word is blazing 
on a huge white poster strategically placed at the 
entrance of Kinaxixi Square, where a Panhard armored 
Car sits imposingly on a heavy concrete pedestal. Sym- 
bols of war and signs of peace, however, are not anach- 
ronistic in the least. On Ist-May Square, for instance, 
two armored cars are stuck on their pedestals opposite 
the “flame of peace,” lit by Mr. Dos Santos on | June, on 
his return from Lisbon. 


Peace: the people of Luanda are beginning to really 
believe that it has come. No major incident has marred 
the cease-fire that came into force on 15 May, contrary to 
what happened in 1989, after the Gbadolite agreement 
sponsored by Marshall Mobutu and signed in Zaire. 


Those who have a TV set were able to watch the signature 
ceremony, on 31 May, broadcast live from the Portuguese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Lisbon. But, above all, the 
Angolans, who are devout Christians, noted the involve- 
ment of their churches in the peace process. 


Hope for a “Third Force” 


On Sunday, 2 June, the Cidadela stadium, usually 
reserved for soccer, resounded with thanksgiving hymns 
repeated in chorus by a 65,000-strong congregation. 
President Dos Santos and his Marxist ministers attended 
the ceremony, which was celebrated jointly by digni- 
taries of the various denominations. 


By thus calling God to witness its good will, the govern- 
ment started a campaign to court the churches. Concerned 
about their role, the bishops proclaim that they will not get 
involved in politics. But much is at stake. And there are 
many nuances. “The Catholic Church rules out the possi- 
bility of creating or supporting a political party,’ Monsi- 
gnor Serafino Singo, a close associate of Cardinal Alex- 
andre de Nascimento, keeps saying. However, he adds, 
“the church provides orientations for the Christians.”’ For 
instance, this booklet with the meaningful title: ‘““Chris- 
tians and Politics,” is accompanied with a pastoral letter 
and distributed in thousands of copies in order to “‘raise 
the people’s political consciousness.” 


The era of the single party ended on 26 March. The 
People’s Assembly, following the resolutions of the MPLA 
(Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola) Con- 
gress, pronounced themselves in favor of a multiparty 
system. The texis of the new law were published on 13 
May, and some 30 parties have already appeared. 


How many of them will be able to get 3,000 members 
and | 50 signatures in each of the country’s 18 provinces? 
How many will still remain in the race when the first free 
elections take place, i.e., between September and 
November 1992 according to the Lisbon agreement? Not 
all, certainly. Inland, the country is devastated and only 
partially accessible. Only the two former belligerents, the 
MPLA and the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola (UNITA), seem sufficiently well orga- 
nized to claim national representation. 


The UNITA has representatives in all large towns, and 
also in rural areas, especially in the south, its traditional 
stronghold. The MPLA is very well represented in 
Luanda and in the provincial capitals. Until now, the 
party and the state were one and the same, and the 
apparatus worked fairly well. The machine must now be 
restarted, as communications between cities and rural 
areas have been interrupted fcr a long time. It is esti- 
mated that over 200 bridges were destroyed. As for the 
roads, many are mined. 


Facing the two colossi, the new parties will find it hard to 
gain a place in the sun. For the social-democratic trend 
that seems to be emerging, the only solution might be to 
form a common front with other groups. But will such a 
front have an adequate network to make itself heard even 
in the most remote provinces? Nothing is less certain. 


This is why each of the players in the political new deal 
1S ogling and courting the churches. They are established, 
and that is a primordial asset at election time. It might 
become a trump card for the “third force” that Luanda’s 
intellectuals despair of seeing hatch. 


Their hopes rested on the Angolan Civic Association 
(ACA), headed by a former priest, Joaquirn Pinto de 
Andrade. But in February the ACA decided not to 
become a political party, and that divided the move- 
ment. “It is serious!” a writer estimated, “because a front 
of parties that would manage to bring together disap- 
pointed MPLA and UNITA members would make it 
possible to avoid a dual polarization.”” The dreamed-off 
“third force” would be a salutary obstacle “to the resur- 
gence of old antagonisms” and would make it possible 
“to keep violence at an acceptable level,’ an academic 
pointed out. 


For MPLA apparatchiks, the countdown has started. 
The chief of state, who cumulated the hats of president 
of the Republic, head of the government, chairman of 
the Parliament, and chairman of the MPLA, will see his 
“burden” get lighter. The post of prime minister was 
rehabilitated and a general secretary should be 
appointed to lead the former single party. 
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However, much remains to be done to give a new look to 
the party created by Agostinho Neto. It must demon- 
strate its efficiency if it is not to be swept out in the 
elections. Especially considering that, by then, the gov- 
ernment must have revised the Constitution, divided the 
country into constituencies, taken a census of the popu- 
lation and of the electorate, demobilized the troops and 
formed a unified army responsible for making sure that 
the elections process takes place without incidents... 


Effective Demobilization 


The p-oblem of disarmament and demobilization—said 
to be one of the most difficult to solve—might be settled 
more easily than expected. The scenes of fraternization 
between former UNITA maquis and Luanda soldiers, 
shown on television, augur well. 


The Joint Political and Military Commission (CCPM) 
composed of MPLA and UNITA representatives, and 
Portuguese, American, and Soviet mediators, will hold 
its first meeting on Monday, 7 June. It will oversee the 
activities of the Joint Armed Forces Training Commis- 
sion (CCFA), consisting of members of the FALA 
[Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] (UNITA), 
the FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] (MPLA), and Portuguese, British, and French 
military representatives. 


For the time being, the two armies are being distributed 
at 50 collecting points: 27 for the FALA and 23 for the 
FAPLA. After completing the first part of their mis- 
sion—making sure that Cuban troops had duly left—the 
United Nations supervises the troops and their disarma- 
ment at each of these centers. 


Forthcoming FALA-FAPLA bipartite meetings will soon 
decide who, among these troops, will form the new 
Angolan Armed Forces (FAA), which should not number 
more than 50,000: 40,000 for the army, 6,000 for the air 
force, and 4,000 for the navy. 


* CDS Approves Various Economic Measures 


91AF1146A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 19 May 91 p 1 


[Text] The Economic Commission [CE] of the Defense 
and Security Council [CDS] met this week in its second 
regular session, chaired by Dr. Fernando Jose Franca Van 
Dunem, minister of planning, representing the chief of 
State. 


After analysis and discussion of the items of the agenda, 
the CDS Economic Commission determined to approve 
the general bases of a draft decree regarding wage increases 
for the workers of the Engineering Laboratory of Angola 
[LEA] and recommended that the Ministry of Public 
Works and Urbanization, in collaboration with the minis- 
tries of Finance and of Labor and Social Security, make the 
necessary adjustments to the rates charged by the LEA to 
cover the cost of the proposed wage increases. 


FBIS-AFR-91-126 
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Regarding the execution of the 1990 Exchange Budget, 
the Economic Commission decided that, in defining the 
import markets, thought should be given to the available 
foreign exchange reserves, as well as the sources them- 
selves and the existing lines of credit in the international 
financial market. The Commission decided that the 
National Bank of Angola [BNA] should observe the rule 
of not granting credit to companies that do not meet the 
standards set forth in the commercial contracts, both for 
goods and services, and should not extend lines of credit 
beyond a reasonable period of validity. 


Also in this regard, the BNA should present more 
detailed plans for the exchange treasury, both for 
receipts and expenditures, and see that they reflect, 
insofar as possible, the activities by sector. The BNA 
should also exercise more control over the fixed expen- 
ditures in the economy, specifically the “Cash Call” 
(monthly expenditures) of such sectors as petroleum, 
diamonds, and transport. 


It was also recommended that the BNA give priority to 
opening the lines of credit necessary to carry ovt specific 
programs, such as those linked to rural marketing and to 
the acquisition of raw materials for industry, essential 
medicines, and basic food products. In light of the scanty 
resources, it was recommended that the BNA distribute 
the overall sum among the various sectors so as to ensure 
the execution of their programs. 


In the health field, the CDS Economic Commission 
approved the general bases of a specialized technical 
assistance contract between the Minsa [Health Ministry} 
and the Soviet company Soizzdravexport, proposed its 
approval by the CDS, and recommended that the salaries 
of the Soviet specialists be as consistent as possible with 
those of other Western technicians. 


In the area of commerce, the Economic Council recom- 
mended that the CDS authorize the confiscation of the 
Casa das Correias and that it be included among the group 
of companies to be rescaled, within the framework of the 
reorganization of the industrial sector. Also in this area, 
the members of the Economic Commission informed 
themselves on issues related to supplies for the population. 


In the financial area, the Economic Commission took 
note of the list o.: foreign investment intentions and 
proposals submitted to the Foreign Investment Office up 
to 31 January 1991 and recommended that the secre- 
tariat of the Council of Ministers place four of the 
proposals on the agenda for discussion in the next 
session of the Defense and Security Council: one project 
is connected with Uniceramica and three are associated 
with mineral extraction. 


In the area of fishing, a fishing project known as “Sul- 
Atlantica” was rejected. With regard to another project, 
known as “BADEA/Kuwait,” the Economic Commission 
recommended that the BNA pay about $27,000 into the 
BADEA [Arab Bank for African Economic Development}, 
using the funds designated for the fishing sector. It was also 
recommended that an offer be made to liquidate the debt 
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to the Kuwait fund in the amount of $582,237. The 
Commission recommended that the overall cost of 
bringing representatives of the parties involved in the 
BADEA/Kuwait project to our country be renegotiated. 


The CDS Economic Commission examined a request 
from the National Union of Angolan Peasants (UNACA) 
for assistance to the National Commission for Support 
to the Promotion of Agricultural Cooperatives. Although 
it turned down the request, the CS recommended that 
the UNACA take the issue directly to the BNA, so that 
better methods of financing may be considered. 


* Catholic Church’s Political Influence Noted 


91/AF1146B Lisbon SEMANARIO in Portuguese 
25 May 91 p 28 


[Text] The Catholic Church is an extremely important 
electoral force, which has spoken out openly in favor of the 
so-called third force which may possibly come out of the 
convergence of the FDP [Popular Democratic Front?], the 
MUDAR [Angolan Democratic Unity Movement for 
Reconstruction], etc., 40 percent of the Angolan popula- 
tion is Catholic and this will have a decisive effect on the 
election. The Church is the only structure of a national 
nature. Including members of the government itself, it 1s a 
presence throughout the territory and has inter-ethnic 
characteristics. Its influence rests largely on the extraordi- 
nary action of thousands of priests; there are more of them 
than there are militants in the MPLA [Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola] and they are the ones who 
will determine the Catholic vote. 


The Church tn Angola recently published a pamphlet 
entitled “The Christian and Politics,’ which is a veri- 
table manual. Following are some excerpts from Chapter 
3 (“Guidelines for the Participation of the Christian in 
Politics’): 


“The Church encourages the participation of Christians in 
politics and in political parties, not only as sympathizers 
but as members and active militants, even assuming lead- 
ership posts in the party and running for office. 


“The best project and the best program may fail if there 
are no qualified people to carry them out. You cannot 
send a lion to guard a herd of goats, nor a fox to guard a 
hen house. A spendthrift and a wastrel is not a suitable 
person to direct the execution of an economic austerity 
program: a person who 1s susceptible to corruption ts not 
the person to head an anticorruption program; a person 
who 1s inclined toward favoritism 1s not a suitable person 
for a program to bring ethics to politics. 


“in choosing a candidate for a political or administrative 
post, what must guide us is his political quality: his 
ability to direct things for the good of all, in the village, 
in the commune, in the province, in the entire country; 
his political honesty; his ability and willingness to look 
after the velfare of all and not just of his family, frends, 
etc. It 1s the fact that he 1s a just man, who does not show 
favor to some and ignore the others....” 
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The Church also speaks about the economy. In this area, 
the Church defends: 


1. The right to private property, including the right to 
own the means of production (PT 21); 


2. The right to work; the right to stable and dignified 
employment at a just wage (RN 30-32, LE 18). 


With regard to economic systems, extremes must be 
avoided. 


The Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church takes a critical 
position with regard to both liberal capitalism and Marxist 
collectivism (SRS 2), the former because it defends 
freedom but creates great injustices, and the latter because 
it defends equality but creates great oppression. 


“In the wellsprings of his faith and in the teachings of the 
Church, the Christian will find the suitable principles 
and criteria to avoid becoming fascinated by and then 
prisoner to a system (...). Therefore, shunning any and 
every system, but still committing himself to serve his 
brothers, the Christian must seek to affirm (...) that 
which is a specific Christian contribution to the political 
transformation of the society.” (OA 36) 


* Rail Line Between Luanda, Cacuaco Repaired 


91AF1146C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
inPortuguesel8 May 91 p 2 


[Article by Manuel Muanza] 


[Text] For residents of Cacuaco who have performed 
physical and mental gymnastics to arrange transporta- 
tion to jobs in Luanda, for market women who, with 
bowls balanced on their heads, go to Cacuaco to buy fish, 
the headaches will end. The train whistle will blow again. 


However, completion of the repair work on the Luanda- 
Cacuaco railway line depends on the arrival of the metal 
cross-ties imported from Mozambique. They will be 
used to lay the 400 meters of track, still unfinished, in the 
vicinity of the judicial district of Luanda. 


The ties should be shipped on !5 May and unloaded at 
the Port of Luanda at the end of this month, as planned. 
The Luanda Railway [CFL] workers will complete the 
line within a month after the arrival of the ties. Then the 
train can roll. 


Rail traffic between Luanda and Cacuaco was halted 10 
years ago, because of the floods that left the tracks buried 
under about 10 meters of sand and mud. 


The CFL directorate recently restored the old station at 
Cacuaco. The undertaking cost 75 million new kwanzas 
{NKz] and the contract was awarded to the Angolan firm 
Tecnobra. CFL technicians have repaired and painted the 
train that will carry the passengers and. naturally, freight. 
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Import? Out of the Question! 


Tire 19 locomotives and six switching engines in service 
in \he CFL are 25 years old; the carriages are 80 years 
old. At this age, however, according to sources in the 
sector, a train is considered to be in its adolescence. 


The CFL officials are opposed to purchasing new loco- 
motives instead of overhauling all the existing ones. “We 
are opposed to new investments until we can make use of 
the added capacity and create the conditions for main- 
tenance. If I cannot maintain one locomotive, why 
should I buy more?” So said Antonio Alvaro Agante, 
general director of the company. 


The company registers a monthly deficit of about 12 
million NKz. The cost of physically protecting the 
railway network is close to 4.5 million NKz a month. 
CFL trains travel somewhat less than 18,000 km per 
month and use a total of 90,000 liters of diesel fuel. The 
revenues are not covering the expenses. The price of 
passenger fares, set by government decree, are low, 
considering the cost of maintenance and fuel. According 
to Antonio Agante, a railway ticket costs 21 NKz. The 
CFL has submitted a proposal to the authorities for a 
temporary rate. If it is approved, it will provide an 
umbrella for the company; it will help to defray costs. 
The rate will be subject to increase. 


A large number of railway workers are on the brink of 
retirement. Some of them belong to the technical assis- 
tance sector, which, because of the number of projects in 
progress, is asking for more manpower. Of about 2,300 
CFL workers, | 50 were retired in 1990 and early 1991. The 
recruitment of new hands has met with obstacles, but the 
company administration found a solution: it created a 
school. Sons of railway workers and war orphans attend 
the school. They receive theoretical and practical training. 
The school is run according to a process of continuing 
selection. Apprentices who do not show an interest and 
who perform poorly are dismissed. The first cadres will be 
graduated two or three years from now. The school is 
sponsored by the ILO [International Labor Organization]. 
According to Antonio Agante, the students receive a wage 
based on an individual evaluation of their performance. 
They have the right to food and soft drinks at the company 
cafeteria, although the latter does not always respond as 
well as it should. It prepares about 600 meals a day. 


The shelves of the CFL medical post pharmacy are bare; 
40 percent of the 200 houses in Luanda that once 
belonged to the CFL are currently occupied by individ- 
uals who are not connected with the company. This 
“means that the company is not managing its cadres as 
well, since railway activity requires the constant move- 
ment and rotation of manpower. In addition, the social 
conditions fall far short of what we would like to provide 
for the workers. Generally speaking, however, the 
behavior of the workers has been a pleasant surprise.” 
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Wall of Shame, or the Slum-City Border 


Some people have joked that the wall, recently con- 
structed, that protects the railway line was erected to 
separate Luanda City from the “muceques” [poor black 
districts on the outskirts of Luanda]. 


The history of the wall began after the assault by armed 
men against the CFL machine shops in the Cazenga 
District. The assault was followed by attacks against the 
workers. There were constant clashes. The number of 
deaths reached |0 to 13 a day. The rural exodus brought 
the jungle to the city. The well known lack of organiza- 
tion in the assignment ci land ied the people to build 
houses in the area adjacent to the tracks. It reached the 
point where we could not maneuver the locomotives in 
the switchyard because houses had been built on the 
tracks,’ Agante said. 


“Regarding the barrier, the only point that should be at 
issue 1s the type of material used (reinforced concrete), 
but it really has to be there,’ Agante said, adding: “The 
biggest enemy of the railway is water. The ‘muceque’ 
houses discharge their drains on the line. 


“A decision will have to be made: either we give up the 
railway Or we go on with it. And if we go on, there are 
rules that must be observed, for the protection of the 
tracks. For example, by universal standard, there should 
not be any building within 500 meters of the railway, 
because of the danger of derailment.” 


Another topic of our conversation with the CFL director 
was the manning of the grade crossings. Antonio Agante 
explained: “The whole business was almost abandoned. 
But all the grade crossings are manned and now we have 
to acquire signal iights to install at them. We are moving 
slowly. We are not going to have the last word in 
technology. We have to do the best we can at the lowest 
cost, to the extent that we can get the funds.” 


We asked about the communications system use by the 
CFL. He produced a “walkie-talkie.” “Hello, Train 23, 
hello...” “Yes, 0041, Train 23 here.” 


“As you see, without communication it 1s impossible,” 
he said. “The railway is a civilian organization, but it 1s 
similar to a military structure.” 


“Negligence always means accidents. We not only have 
an effective communications system, but also dedicated 
and selfless workers.” 


Investments 


Investment. This is what the Luanda Railways need. But 
we will let Antonio Agante tell it. “One of the most 
serious problems that we have had 1s the bureaucratic 
system set up for the investment process. The govern- 
ments’ administrative machinery has many individuals 
who are not sensitive to the country’s probiems. They 
think Angola is Luanda and the capital is Mutamba. It 
will be this way until the state companies begin to be 
companies instead of the preserves of the ministries.” 
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* Economic Policy of UNITA Discussed 


914F1146D Lishon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
ECONOMIA in Portuguese 20 May 91 p 24 


[Article by Fernando de Sousa} 


[Text] (Brussels Bureau}—The UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] considers foreign 
investment as one of the principal vectors in the process 
of rebuilding the Angolan economy, but it would prefer 
that foreign involvement of this type be put off until 
after the elections, which are scheduled for next year, 
within the framework of the Angolan peace accords to be 
signed in Lisbou at the end of this month. 


Fatima Roque, director of the economic sector of the 
UNITA and possible finance minister of Angola if the 
UNITA wins the elections, voiced “reservations” about 
the investments that could be made between the signing 
of the cease-fire agreement on 31 May and the date of the 
elections, because “we are ending a civil war; we are 
entering a political struggle and we would not like the 
presence of foreign investors, Portuguese or of any other 
nationality, to be interpreted as an endorsement of the 
politics of the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liber- 
ation of Angola].” 


Explaining the position of the movement led by Jonas 
Savimbi, the official remarked that “starting on 31 May, 
the MPLA will become just another party on the 
Angolan political scene and it does not seem just or 
proper that there should be any interference, be it 
political, economic, or social, in Angola, either in favor 
of the UNITA or of the MPLA. This is Angola’s problem 
and it should be solved by the Angolans alone. After the 
elections, all investors will be welcome.” 


This position with regard to the investments that may 
come to be made after the end of May did not prevent 
Fat:ma Roque from upholding respect for any contracts 
that the MPLA has already entered into and pledging to 
respect them if the UNITA wins the elections. 


When Portuguese correspondents in Brussels asked if the 
proposed delay in the entry of foreign investments might 
be too long, with negative effects for a country that 1s 
preparing for the task of reconstruction, Fatima Roque 
replied: “It is not too long, because we are advising 
investors to make their studies of Angola and to begin to 
contact Angolan businessmen regarding the possibility of 
forming joint ventures. Any minimally serious invest- 
ment takes several months, since decisions must be 
arrived at, market studies must be made, the authorities 
must be contacted.... If they have not invested to date, 
they can wait another year or year and a half.” 


Fatima Roque accompanied UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi on his recent trip to Europe, visiting Great 
Britain, Switzerland, Germany, and, finally, Belgium. 
Savimbi made various contacts with officials and with 
the EEC, looking toward future cooperation. 
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Fatima Roque indicated that “at this time, it is espe- 
cially important that the EEC make an effort to assist 
Angola (the UNITA and the MPLA) in enabling soldiers 
who do not wish to serve in the single national army to 
reenter civilian society, in the context of professional 
training, creation of employment opportunities, con- 
struction of housing, and so on.” 


This type of cooperation would have priority before the 
elections. Regarding the period following the elections, the 
official noted Angola’s preferential relationship with the 
EEC, within the framework of the Lome Convention 
(which governs economic relations between the Commu- 
nity and the APC (African, Caribbean, and Pacific) group. 


The UNITA official stressed that “we are hoping for a 
great deal from the EEC, not only as a whole but also 
from the individual countries which it comprises.” 


Portugal maintains a privileged relationship with Angola 
and could play a prominent role in the resumption of 
European cooperation with that African country. 


Fatima Roque acknowledged this very special relationship 
with Portugal, but he added that “in the future, we would 
like to be able to have a direct dialogue with the EEC.” 


Remittance of Profits 


Jonas Savimbi has stressed his advocacy of foreign 
investment, arguing for a code that would provide for the 
possibility of the repatriation of the respective profits. 


There do not seem to be any restrictions to this policy, 
not even with regard to Cuba, which was an adversary of 
the UNITA in the guerrilla war. In this regard, Fatima 
Roque feels: “If the investment is in Angola’s interest, 
why not?” 


Fatima Roque is a university professor in Lisbon. He has 
written a book on the Angolan economy, which will be 
published in the first week in June. It includes a retro- 
spective of the colonial economic policy, an evaluation 
of the post-independence situation, and the prospects for 
the future of the country. 


[Box, p 24] 


Portuguese Property Will Be Protected 


Fatima Roque said that the issue of the property which 
the Portuguese left behind in Angola would be one of the 
UNITA’s priorities if it wins the 1992 elections. He 
reminded that “it was not the UNITA that nationalized 
or expropriated Portuguese property, but we are aware 
that this is a problem. In miny cases, an injustice was 
done. If we win the elections, we will do a case by case 
evaluation. We would like the Portuguese to be able to 
come back and rehabilitate these infrastructures and, 
within the parameters established by the party that wins 
the elections, to contribute in some way to the recon- 
struction of Angola.”’ He stressed that “we cannot 
rebuild the country without the Portuguese, particularly 
with regard to administration.” 
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* Enlargement of Cabinda Airport Discussed 


9/AF1146D Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 17 May 91 p 3 


[Article by Jose Mavinga] 


[Text] Cabinda (from our bureau)}—The Cabinda Air- 
port will undergo construction, starting in the first 
quarter of next year, to enlarge its runway system and 
adapt it for international flights, JORNAL DE 
ANGOLA learned from Baptista Jose, provincial 
director of the ENANA (National Airport Operations 
and Air Navigation Company). 


Baptista Jose said that, according to a study conducted 
by experts of the ENANA general directorate, the expan- 
sion of the airport would cost an estimated $12 million. 


The projects calls for the enlargement of all the operational 
areas, including construction of a new terminal and a new 
apron, the “Taxiway.” The remodeling of the runway 
system consists in lengthening and widening the landing 
strips. 


The runway will be 3,500 meters long and 45 wide, 
meeting current requirements. 


“With this project, the ENANA aims to make the 
Cabinda Airport one of the largest in the country, serving 
as an alternative to the Fourth of February International 
Airport and also meeting the needs of the province and 
of the country,”’ Baptista Jose said at another point. 


The official added that the local government is preparing 
to submit the proposal to the ENANA administrators, 
making surveys and gathering the data which would 
make it possible to begin as soon as all the protocols are 
signed by the ENANA General Directorate, Chevron of 
Cabinda, Gulf Oil Company, and the ministries of 
Transportation and Petroleum. 


It is estimated that, between August and September of 
this year, the contracts should be awarded for the con- 
Struction, which should begin in January 1990. The 
official felt it was inadvisable to predict precisely how 
long it would take to complete the project, since it would 
still be only an estimate. 


Regarding the acquisition of the equipment that 
ENANA needs, according to the list presented to the 
local government, Baptista Jose divulged that the com- 
pany was assigned a sum of $150,000 in the “ceiling” 
[foreign exchange allotment] for regional development. 


The spokesman explained that, for its normal opera- 
tions, the ENANA needs special high-frequency equip- 
ment for communication with the capital of the country 
and other national stations, equipment for communica- 
tion with approaching planes, two anemometers for 
ascertaining wind direction, a system of fixed aeronau- 
tical services, Telex, five walkie-talkies for internal com- 
munications, etc. 
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To meet the plan initially set for the first quarter of this 
year, Baptista Jose said that, although there were count- 
less operational problems, the ENANA in Cabinda han- 
died 3,464 flights, including |,989 national flights, 700 
internat. nal flights, and 765 overflights. 


Regarding passenger service, according to the director, 
ENANA handled 9,864 departing passengers, 9,111 
arriving passengers, and 189 passengers in transit. It 
oversaw the loading of 76,440 kg and the unloading of 
62,789 kg of cargo and the loading and unloading of 141 
kg and 155 kg, respectively, of mail. 


Regarding receipts and expenditures for the period in 
question, the official told us that the company spent 
2,670,118 NKz [new kwanzas], including 876,813 NKz 
in wages, 114,978 NKz for the Physical Protection and 
State Security team, 40,500 NKz in benefits to depen- 
dents, 52,900 NKz for expense allowances, 84,360 NKz 
for casual labor, and 17,600 for administrative expenses. 


According to Baptista Jose, the technical branch of 
ENANA is in operation 18 hours a day, which, as he 
said, “is too much for the existing personnel. We need 
five more technicians for the telecommunications sector, 
two dispatchers for air traffic operations, two electronics 
technicians and two electricians.” 


According to the speaker, the company intends to exe- 
cute some projects that were planned several years ago, 
such as the Boeing Aerosystems International project, 
which is inherent to the expansion of the ATC [Air 
Traffic Control] system at the Cabinda Airport. 


In explanation, Baptisa Jose added that the first phase of 
this project has been in progress since 7 March. “In the 
remaining three quarters of the year, we expect to 
complete the analysis of the technical and geotechnical 
reports and the respective topographic maps.” 


The National Airport Operations and Air Navigation 
Company currently has |7 active employees, seven of 
whom are women. 


Automotive Fleet 


Participants in the First General Advisory Council of the 
Provincial Office of the Ministry of Transportation and 
Communications, held recently in this city, voiced their 
concern with the progressive deterioration of the auto- 
motive park in the province, for lack of accessories and 
spare parts. 


During the proceedings, which were chaired by Joao 
Macaia Taty, provincial delegate of the Transportation 
and Communications Ministry, important decisions 
were reached regarding the recovery and maintenance of 
the automotive fleet. 


The Council was informed that the ETP [Public Trans- 
port Company] and other agents engaged in this activity 
did not have sufficient transport means available to 
carry passengers and freight. The Council also took up 
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issues related to the execution of the project to improve 
the Cabinda Airport and to the construction of a deep 
water port. 


In the maritime area, it was ascertained that the capacity 
to transport cargo between Cabinda and other parts of 
the country was limited by the shortage of ships, a 
Situation aggravated by the irregular operation of the 
only passenger ferry available to the province. 


Moreover, the poor condition of the wharf and the 
shortage of equipment and of acetylene gas, which has 
put some of the lighthouses out of operation, has made it 
very difficult for ships to discharge and pick up cargo at 
the port of Cabinda. 


Aeronautics Branch 


The poor functioning of the weather equipment and of the 
control tower at the local airport, the lack of cargo planes, 
the constant cancellations of passenger flights, the inap- 
propriate use of the airport grounds, and the lack of 
telephone communications at the Cabinda airport are 
some of the more notable problems in the aeronautics area. 


The Council reviewed the operational status of all the 
institutions and agencies in the transportation and com- 
munications branch and also analyzed the functioning of 
the telecommunications system in the province. 


* Soviet-Angolan Fishing Company Declares Strike 
914F1154A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 22 May 91 p 3 


{Article by C. Miranda] 


[Text] Joint Fishing Expedition workers decided yes- 
terday to radically modify their position and began 
striking today for an indefinite period of time, until they 
receive a satisfactory response to their demands by the 
company’s management and others. This stance even 
caught the press “unprepared,” since it had reported a 
moratorium of at least three days beginning last 
Monday, through union commission sources. 


According to the same sources contacted immediately 
and throughout yesterday by JA [JORNAL DE 
ANGOLA], the decision was made to strike because the 
written response presented the day before yesterday by 
General Director Victor Bastos “did not correspond to 
the workers’ wishes.” 


Union Commission First Secretary Jose David said that 
after holding an extraordinary session with the “Petro 
Pesqueiro” workers, it was concluded that they should 
begin the strike today at 0800, leading everyone to believe 
that the necessary intervention on the part of the admin- 
istration supervising the fishing sector might occur earlier 
rather than later, since the Soviet-Angolan Joint Expedi- 
tion is a company that carries a great deal of weight in 
contributing to the total fish supply on the market. 
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It was disclosed by a reliable source that after analyzing 
the written response to the demands that were presented 
in a notebook to company Genera! Director [DG] Victor 
Bastos, he responded punctually and with commentaries 
to all the problems discussed in the preamble, including 
the “chaotic launchings,”’ the “lack of respect for 
domestic employees,” “lack of social benefits,” high 
prices at the canteen for insufficient food, unhealthy 
conditions at the work facilities,” “marginal medical 
assistance and medicines,” the “transportation prob- 
lem,” and other issues raised in the demands notebook. 


The same source told JORNAL DE ANGOLA that the 
General Director, in his reply, refused to address the first 
of the demands, regarding his immediate and uncondi- 
tional resignation. With respect to the second one, in 
which the workers demanded better working conditions 
and benefits, especially for the seaworkers, Victor Bastos 
agreed in principle with what the collective suggested, 
“in addition to what we have already done,” and that 
“those things that were not possible for us to do, we will 
discuss with the relevant authorities.” Regarding the 
work supplies, he said that ““we have ordered them, and 
the relevant documentation may be examined. The sup- 
plies could arrive in this country at any time.” 


It was noted that the notebook containing the demands 
of the workers, dated 27 April, indicated that a lack of 
response to their demands will result in the suspension of 
activities. 


From what could be seen, quite a lot of time passed for 
the DG's response to finally arrive in the hands of the 
strikers. Monday would be the designated day for the 
strike to begin. The General Director's response was 
awaited until 4 pm. It finally arrived. But according to 
the union commission first secretary (a favorite 
spokesman for the press), “it did in no way satisfy our 
just demands.” And he added, “we felt there was no 
alternative except to resort to a strike...” 


Other strikers, however, disagreed with the idea of an 
indefinite suspension. Some, asking to remain anony- 
mous (because they say they know that some day things 
could become violent, and they do not want to be a target 
of revenge), pointed out that they intend to work because 
they have families to feed, but the problems have 
reached such an impasse that “we have no alternative 
but to simply cross our arms, unti] something, at least 
once in our lives, is done for us. Our work, both on land 
and sea, 1s hard....” 


As far as is known, in addition to improved social and 
working conditions, the notebook presents as a funda- 
mental demand the resignation of the company’s general 
director. And short of carrying out a survey of the some 
350 workers, we are unable to evaluate the capabilities of 
this “celebrated” Joint Fishing Expedition of Luanda.... 


One of the most salient points in the demands notebook 1s 
the lack of integrity of the company’s accounts during the 
(current) DG's term as Controller. It is said that one 
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requirement in the demands notebook is for “an e- 
diate audit."’ The General Director responds thus: *\\ © are 
currently preparing the company’s liquidation for its \rans- 
formation into a commercial corporation. That, in ‘act, 
implies cleaning up the accounts in order to value the 
assets. We will utilize the services of an auditor, because 
then we will be able to resolve the problem once and for all. 
That of the liquidation, and that of the evaluation.” 


According to fishing port sources (who were not the only 
ones we contacted), the strike is now a fact at the Joint 
Fishing Expedition. It has come to a head. The always- 
welcome negotiations between the two parties involved 
did not take place. Our scarce supply of fish can still be 
saved, but no one knows how. Something has to be done.... 


* Lunda Norte: Illegal Gasoline From Zaire 


91A4F1154B Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 22 May 91 p 3 


[Text] Gasoline has become even scarcer in this province 
in recent months, resulting in black market sales of 
bottles of gasoline brought in illegally from the Republic 
of Zaire, JA [JORNAL DE ANGOLA] was informed in 
Dundo. 


The impassible state of the roads linking this province 
with the country’s capital is the reason for the shortage of 
this product in these areas for the last two years. In 
addition, because of increased air traffic, gasoline stocks 
have been reduced for cargo planes. 


Gasoline is now being sold on the black market for 4,000 
new kwanzas per liter. 


* Outgoing Uije Government Accused of Corruption 


91AF1154C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 23 May 91 p 3 


{Article by David Filipe] 


[Text] Uye (from our correspondent)}—A letter denouncing 
the diversions, corruption and mismanagement by out- 
going Provincial Governor Jeremias Dumbo and his closest 
collaborators, including the planning department director, 
the trade delegate and the vice-governor for economics, was 
recently presented by the traditional authorities to new 
Governor Jose Anibal Rocha. 


The document, entitled “Warning on the Province’s 
Socio-Economic Situation,” discloses the bad road plan- 
ning and the diversion of badly needed goods, including 
wood and lusalite and zinc sheets. 


The accusation by the traditional authorities was not in 
vain. In an actual case discussed in one of the provincial 
government sessions, it was found that Planning Depart- 
ment Director Miguel Cutoca and Mr. Jeremias Dumbo 
diverted the regional development budget to the pur- 
chase of six vehicles distributed in the following manner: 
one for the ex-governor, three for the two vice-governors 
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of organization and the social sector, and the others for 
the importer and the planning head. 


The letter, read in the presence of thousands of citizens 
in the Provincial Peoples Assembly session hall, points 
Out that the total monopolization of trade by Jeremias 
Dumbo had the cooperation of Trade Delegate Garcias 
Ricardo and the SEMATEX company, which supplies 
and distributes merchandise between Uije and Luanda, 
skimming off 30 percent of the value of the products, 
and channeling goods to unknown locations. 


This situation created the greatest breakdown yet in 
trade and supply, thus creating a great deal of discontent 
among the population depending upon quarterly ship- 
ments of these products. 


The document states that no activity occurred in the area 
of agriculture. It added that most of the attention of 
those responsible for this sector was devoted to the illicit 
shipping of wood to the coast for persona! ends. 


“Of the $0 tons of beverages sent monthly by merchants 
from Frescangol [Perishable Products Supply Company]. 
no more than 10 ever arrived in the province. In effect, 
the demand for these products on the provincial market 
is enormous,” the letter states. 


Regarding community services, we found that home 
construction materials destined for this region are also 
being diverted by the authorities. 


According to reliable sources, these materials, particularly 
zinc sheets, lusalite, etc., are traded like luxury cars. The 
JA [JORNAL DE ANGOLA] discovered that cadre policy 
has been under a great deal of debate in this province, 
which has caused a systematic fleeing of honest and 
qualified cadres because of the unrestrained attacks they 
have been subjected to, characterized by persecution, ill 
treatment, isolation, and other demoralizing factors. 


The provincial government's planning office has been 
heavily involved in strangling the development plans. 
There is no formalized development project. 


“The people never lie. They are history's great judge.” 
said new Governor Jose Anibal Rocha during his first 
meeting with traditional authorities, deputies and pro- 
vincial delegates, who told him of the serious difficulties 
the population faces in various areas. 


At that same session with the provincial governor it was 
decided to allocate some of the $1.5 million available to 
the Government, including $200,000 to import medi- 
cines, given the tremendous shortages of these products 
in the province. This sum would go to four importers 
who are to bring the medicines into the province in June. 
The report on prices set by various enterprises last year 
was also analyzed at the meeting. 


It 1s notable that until now, the former commissariat’s 
report was never discussed within the Provincial Peoples 
Assembly, because of the amount of mistrust shown by 
the latter. 
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In this session Francisco Mariano was named as the new 
provincial government representative to Luanda. It was 
disclosed that the former representative had incurred a 
debt calculated at more than 8 million kwanzas in 
Luanda hotels. 


* Tocoist Church Official Appeals for Peace 


YIAF1154D Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 23 May 91 p 3 


[Article by Joao Mavinga] 


[Text] Cabinda—The head of the “Tocoist™ church in 
Cabinda, the Reverand Jose Carlos Pinto, recently 
appealed in this city to believers of all religions to align 
themselves with efforts leading to peace and prosperity in 
the country. 


The ecclesiastic official, speaking to ANGOP [Angolan 
Press Agency], referred in particular to the cease-fire 
accords between the Government and U NITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola], which 
requires Angolans to take greater responsibility. 


Jose Carlos Pinto praised the openings being made 
toward the Church and stated that his sect 1s prepared to 
collaborate with the authorities in the search for and 
consolidation of national peace and harmony. 


In his view, the Tocoist doctrine is not in favor of creating 
religious political parties, but he said that his believers are 
free to join or to vote for any party, an allusion to the 
multiparty system that has been established. 


It is recalled that the Tocoist Church was founded in 
June 1949 by Simao Goncalves Toco and 1s also known 
as the “Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ on Earth.” 


It currently has 117,000 Angolan followers, with repre- 
sentation in the Republics of Zaire and Sao Tome e 
Principe. 


The religious leader added that his church “should 
deserve particular attention by the authorities, it being a 
purely Angolan religion.” 


Since the death of its founder in January 1984, the 
church has passed through critical times culminating in 
the emergence of four rival factions. That of Bishop 
Luzaiso Antonio Lutango, Simao Toco’s legal substitute, 
is the faction officially recognized by the Angolan Gov- 
ernment, he said. 


This religion has 335 believers in Cabinda and plans to 
construct a mission comprised of a church, a school for 
the first and second levels, a game and recreation field, 
and a clinic. 


The project 1s valued at 480 million new kwanzas (some 
$8 million). 
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* Departing Cuban Workers in Cabinda Honored 
YIAF11S4E Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 23 May 91 p 3 


[Article by Joao Mavinga] 


[Text] “The departure of the internationalist Cubans in 
Angola does not imply breaking the ties of fmendship 
between the two peoples, but rather the imumphant 
departure of the progressive forces ci the world, to the 
extent that this 1s permitted by implementation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 435/78, with the resounding 
victory of SWAPO [Southwest Afmcan Peoples Organi- 
zation}, the military arm of the Namibian people,” 
stated Provincial Discipline and Propaganda Commis- 
sion Coordinator Gilberto Puaty. 


Gilberto Puaty, speaking at the political event awarding 
medals to the Cubans who had fulfilled their internation- 
alist mission in Cabinda Province, characterized as 
positive the effort and dedication with which they con- 
ducted themselves in the tasks of defense, health, educa- 
tion and construction, confirming the well-known living 
example of internationalism of a country so small that it 
understood that what is important is not geographic 
circumstance but rather the liberation of the people from 
colonial, neocolonial and imperialistic submission. 


Regarding internationalist support, that leader also said 
that this is precisely the important factor in the struggle 
of people all over the world fighting for the transforma- 
tion of society, and in addition, international solidarity 
is required for the world revolution and the victory of the 
Angolan people, and for the Angolan people internation- 
alist support assumed considerable importance during 
the two struggles for National Liberation. 


Referring to the triumph of the Cuban revolution on | 
January 1959, Gilberto Puaty stated that it symbolized 
the dismantling of the colonial and imperialist system on 
that continent, and was the catalyst for future revolu- 
tions and the struggle for social progress. 


During the act presided over by Cabinda Province Gov- 
ernor August da Silva Tomas, the internationalist Cubans, 
among them teachers, civilian doctors and construction 
specialists, were presented with bronze medals, radios and 
tape recorders and were also read messages from the CMP 
[expansios not given] and from internationalists stressing 
the ties of fnendship and cooperation between the two 
peoples, as well as the heroic contribution in the tasks of 
defense, teaching and construction. 


* Malanje: New Military Leadership Introduced 


9)AF1154F Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 2? May 91 p 3 


[Article by Adelino Ngunza] 


[Text] Malanje (from our delegation)}—The six members 
making up the new Malanje Military Command Zone 
leadership were introduced Tuesday morning in the 
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Provincial Peoples Assembly session hall by MPLA 
[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] Cen- 
tral Committee Member and Provincial Defense Council 
President Colonel Joao Ernesto “Liberdade”’ dos Santos, 
representing the northern front command. 


Assuming the position of Commander of the Troops in 
the Military Zone, Lieutenant Colonel Tubias Domingos 
replaces Lieutenant Luvuvuma Keba, who died recently 
in military action, while Major Francisco Pedro “Gaso- 
lina” Manuel is the Second Commander, replacing Jose 
Faturninho of the same rank, who was transferred to 
another military zone in a routine move. 


The other members, assuming the posts of Chief of Staff, 
Operational Logistics Chief and Political Chief, respec- 
tively, are Luis Domingos Manuel, Adriano Paulo Fran- 
cisco Kito, and Antonio Alfredo e Domingos Ferreira, all 
majors in the National Army. 


Colonel Liberdade thanked the Armed Forces High 
Command while immediately granting responsibilities 
to the new officials. 


He also called for efforts to strengthen internal order by 
combating the crime that has lately reached alarming 
proportions in Malanje. 


* Two New Parties Apply for Legalization 
YIAF1154G Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 23 May 91 p 3 


[Text] The Democratic Party for Progress (PDP), 
founded last 17 March by Party President Fulumpinga 
Lando Victor, has requested the Peoples High Tribunal 
for the documentation to apply for legalization of its 
Installation Commission. 


Civil Construction Engineer and Agostinho Neto Univer- 
sity Professor Fulumpinga Lando Victor says that he 
belonged to the FNLA [National Front for the Liberation 
of Angola] Political Bureau, created a study group last 
year, and has lived for almost ten years in clandestinity. 


In addition, it was disclosed yesterday that another party 
has requested the Peoples High Tribunal for the documen- 
tation to apply for legalization of its Installation Commis- 
sion: the National Union for Democracy (UND), whose 
president 1s Sebastiao Rogerio Suzana, 60. 


Sebastiao Suzano told JA [JORNAL DE ANGOLA] that 
the National Union for Democracy emerged in the 
Maquela do Zombo region (Uye Province), initially asa 
small association. Only last August did it resolve to 
constitute itself as a political party. 


The UND president, a political prisoner for ten years in 
Sao Nicolau (from 1967 to 1976), declared that his party 
brings together some 2,000 militants. “Our party 1s inde- 
pendent and intends to fight to establish a true democracy 
in Angola, as well as for the social well-being of the people 
and the country’s harmonious development.” 
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According to our interlocutor, who contacted the news- 
paper late yesterday morning, it 1s possible that in the 
future the National Union for Democracy will form an 
alliance with other political forc: s, but he believes that 
“it IS premature at this time to point to any one of them, 
since only time will tell.” 


* Angolan Democratic Party Clarifies Name 
9IAF1154H Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 21 May 91 p 3 


[Article by Sebastiao N’Tembo Lubaki:] 


[Text] From FNLA [National Front for the Liberation of 
Angola] Militant and former Angolan Democratic Party 
Member Citizen Sebastiao N’Tembo Lubaki, we have 
received a request to publish the following letter: 


Dear Readers, 


After having long followed the activities of the President of 
the PDA [Angolan Democratic Party], a newly-created 
party, we do not now wish to deny the name “PDA,” often 
confused with the Angolan Democratic Party PDA, a party 
that has existed since 1960, because at that time the law 
did not yet allow us to engage in political activity. 


We do not wish to attack the new “PDA” Party, but 
simply to clarify for old PDA members (who fought 
under the Party's auspices before the country’s mse to 
independence) that the newly-created PDA is different 
from the Angolan Democratic Party PDA founded in 
exile in the Republic of Zaire in 1960, and which merged 
with the UPA [Union of the Angolan People], a party led 
by Roberto Holden. 


This merger gave birth to the FNLA, the National Front 
for the Liberation of Angola. 


It is recalled that the Angolan Democratic Party was one 
of Angola’s peace movements, which struggled in exile 
and established links between other parties existing at 
the time, and its action program was to liberate and 
educate the masses. 


The PDA was the first political party that with private 
financing supported the travel costs for a delegation to 
attend the | 7th United Nations General Assembly for a 
debate on the massacre perpetrated by the Portuguese 
colonists in our country. 


I remind you once again that the PDA was the party that 
together with the UPA formed the National Front. That 
party was not substituted by another as long as the FNLA 
existed. To dissolve the PDA 1s to deny the existence of the 
FNLA because the FNLA 1s not a party but rather a front, 
and the result of two parties: the PDA and the UPA. 


Sebastiao N’Tembo Lubaki. 
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* Dairy Production Plants To Be Rehabilitated 
914F 11541 Lishon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
18 May 91 p8 


{Article by Alexandra Martins] 


[Text] Martins & Rebello is currently negotiating with 
the Angolan Government for the rehabilitation of three 
dairy facilities in that country: the ELA (Angolan Dairy 
Company) in Luanda, a collection and concentration 
facility belonging to this same enterprise in Cela, and 
Silal, in Huambo. 


“We have already sent a letter of intent and are awaiting 
the decision of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Peoples 
Republic of Angola, the organization responsible for this 
sector,” Martins & Rebello Administrator Rui Machado 
told EXPRESSO. 


These Angolan dairy production enterprises were deacti- 
vated more than a year ago, but they operated with the 
technology of Martins & Rebello, the entity that created 
and installed it, «nd which was the largest private share- 
holder of these companies before Angolan independence. 


According to the Martins & Rebello official, the invest- 
ment required to rehabilitate the Angolan enterprises 
can only be calculated after closely studying their current 
needs. 


The plan presented by Martins & Rebello for the ELA 
calls for a daily production capacity of 90,000 liters of 
milk, 10,000 liters of yogurt and 5,000 liters of ice cream. 


According to Rui Machado, the installation of an agri- 
cultural-ranching facility to supply the ELA unit is also a 
possibility: ““We were contacted by Portuguese cattle- 
raisers, former ELA shareholders, who showed interest 
in setting up in Angola.” 


Martins & Rebello produces the cheeses “Casteloes” (the 
market leader), “Pinheiro Manso” and “Armental,”’ as 
well as other types of cheese and “Primor” brand prod- 
ucts, such as UHT milk, powdered milk, condensed 
milk, evaporated milk and butter, which it sells both 
domestically and overseas. 


Exports represent some 2.5 percent of the company’s 
total sales volume, and are sent to countries such as the 
USA, Canada, Angola, Mozambique, Guinea, France, 
Switzerland and Luxembourg. 


The company has a capital base of 750 million escudos, 
held by Manuel Maria Ricardo (69 percent), Manuel 
Lourenco Marcal (14.5 percent), Lacticinios Vigor (10 
percent), and a group of small shareholders. 


In 1990. Martins & Rebello had sales of 5.4 billion 
escudos, with revenue of 69 million escudos and total 
earnings on the order of 6 million escudos. Projected 
earnings for this year are 6.5 million escudos. 
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* Argentine Bean Delivery to Central Provinces 


9JAF 1154) Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 22 May 91 p 3 


[Text] 5,980 tons of beans sent to Benguela, Huambo 
and Bie Provinces have been unloaded since last week at 
the Port of Lobito, ANGOP [Angolan Press Agency] was 
informed Monday in Benguela. 


The source, attached to the Edimba branch in Lobito, 
added that 940 tons of that are part of a donation from the 
Argentine Government to the people of those provinces. 


The food situation in those provinces can only improve 
slightly with the future arrival of other ships with other 
products, within the framework of the central govern- 
ment’s compensation plan for that zone, he stated. 


Benguela Province has, since the beginning of the year, 
received more than 5,300 tons of corn imported by the 
product supply enterprise Transapro, and delivered to 
the regional milling enterprise Moidem for its transfor- 
mation into corn flour. 


It is recalled that Moidem has been shut down since last 
November because of the depleted corn stocks. 


Zimbabwe 


* Kamitivi Tin Mines Begin Retrenchment 
9/4F1162B Harare THE HERALD in English 
20 Apr 91 pl 


[Text] Bulawayo—tThe retrenchment of nearly half of the 
roughly 1,400 employees of Kamativi Tin Mines has 
begun, it was confirmed yesterday. 


The retrenchment of 650 of the mine's 1,350 employees 
follows an application by the management which was 
forced on the mine by low tin prices on the world markets. 


The application was stalled last February when the 
Minister of Labour, Manpower Planning and Social 
Welfare, Cde. John Nkomo, ordered the management 
and the mine’s workers’ committee to give the move 
further consideration before the Government approved 
the application. 


At the mine on Wednesday, reports said 500 employees 
had so far been laid off, with a meeting reported held on 
Tuesday to determine the fate of some clerical staff. 


According to sources at the mine, the orginal intention 
was to scale down the mine's operations by two-thirds 
which would have resulted in the mine's entire under- 
ground operations being halted. 


This would have left only the open-cast operating, con- 
demning the mine's operations to low-grade ore and 
possibly a loss of targeted yields. 
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When this was realised, the management then decided to 
retain one of the two shafts from which high-grade ore 
will be mined to be blended with open-cast ore. 


Mr. Steven Matema, who is the chief executive of the 
Zimbabwe Mining Development Corporation, which 
owns the tin mine, said yesterday that while the exact 
figures of those who had been retrenched were not on 
hand, the retrenchment exercise had started. “A target 
figure of 650 was applied for,” he said. 


This would leave 700 still employed. 


* Inflation Statistics for 1990 Released 


9IAF1167C Harare THE HERALD-BUSINESS 
HERALD in English 18 Apr 91 p 9 


[Text] The inflation rate for 1990, calculated from the 
Central Statistical Office's all items consumer price index, 
net of tax and duty, for both higher and lower income 
families, was 18.6 percent, according to the latest FMB 
[First Merchant Bank] Quarterly Guide to the Economy. 


The quarterly says the inflation rate for higher income 
urban families was |17.8 percent, and 19.5 percent for 
lower income urban families. 


“This indicates a national annual average inflation rate 
of 18.6 percent for 1990,” says the quarterly. 


It says the December 1990 figures showed that the 
consumer price index of all items, including sales tax and 
excise duty, increased by 16.! percent for higher income 
families, and by 18.5 percent for the whole of 1990. 


“Taking a straight average of the two, the overall average 
inflation rate figure becomes | 7.3 percent,” the quarterly 
says. 


During the |2-month period, it says the highest cost 
increases for the higher income families were 36.3 per- 
cent for fuel and light, 22 percent for clothing and 
footwear, 20.6 percent for foodstuffs, and 20.2 percent 
for vehicle expenses. 


The highest cost increases for the lower income families 
were 50.9 percent for transport, 19.4 percent for food- 
stuffs, 18.7 percent for household stores and | 7.4 percent 
for clothing and footwear. 


“The inflation rate for the last quarter of 1990 was 4.2 
percent for higher and 3.5 percent for lower income 
urban families. The national average figure was 3.9 
percent,” says the quarterly. 


It says meanwhile that, with the removal of more price 
controls, the continuing shortages, the growth of the 
money supply, the higher interest rates and the deprec- 
ation of the Zimbabwe dollar, inflation would rise fur- 
ther. 


“Estimates place the likely inflation outcome for 1991 at 
not less than 25 percent,” says the quarterly. 
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* Norway Aid Program Agreement Signed 
91/4F1168D Harare THE HERALD in English 
19 Apr 9l p 7 


[Text] Bulawayo—Zimbabwe will this year receive $42 
million from the Norwegian government following the 
signing of agreed minutes on the Norwegian aid pro- 
gramme to Zimbabwe for the 1991-1994 period, by the 
two countries at the end of the four-day consultations. 


A statement released by the Norwegian embassy said 
projects to benefit from the aid are rural supply and 
sanitation, commodity assistance and import support 
programmes and population activities. 


During the consultations, the Norwegian government 
commended the Government on its economic reform 
programme. 


* Denmark Agrees on Aid Program Projects 
914F1168C Harare THE HERALD in English 
19 Apr 9ilpl 


[Text] Denmark has agreed to spend more than $140 
million on new projects in Zimbabwe, with emphasis on 
Aids control, family health, rural road construction and 
afforestation, a senior Danish government official has 
said. 


The head of mission of the Danish International Devel- 
opment agency in Zimbabwe, Mr. Jes Boye-Moller, said 
that the projects were identified at the recent annual 
consultative talks between the Zimbabwean and Danish 
governments. 


He said more than $24 million would be spent on a 
major AIDS prevention programme in this country over 
the next five years. 


Denmark would assist Government medical laboratories 
and the Blood Transfusion Service to train personnel in 
the screening and testing of blood for the HIV virus. 


Mr. Boye-Moller said more than $20 million had been 
earmarked to strengthen the Zimbabwe National Family 
Planning Council's family health programme during the 
next four to five years. 


He said the programme would have a strong training 
component. Another $10 million would be spent on the 
Ministry of Health's essential programmes, like transport, 
equipment and the building of regional drugs centres. 


Mr. Boye-Moller said to ensure that unwanted genetic 
plant material is not imported into the country, Den- 
mark had agreed to finance the construction of plant 
inspection facilities at the border posts and equipping 
the Henderson Research Station. 


A rural afforestation project, being carned out by the 
Zimbabwe Forestry Commussion, was already under 
way, with a number of bilateral donors contnbuting 
towards its cost. 
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He said Denmark had pledged about $28 millon 
towards the total cost. 


Mr. Boye-Moller said agreement had been reached with 
the National Railways of Zimbabwe for Danish experts 
to start a complete review of the parastatal’s mainte- 
nance system of diesel locomotives. 


He said Denmark would finance the procurement of a 
new ice water and refrigeration plant for the Dairy 
Marketing Board at a cost of $11 million. 


* Talks With Botswana on Import Surcharges 


91/4F1168B Harare THE HERALD in English 
29 Apr Yl p7 


[Text] High-level talks are being held between Zimbabwe 
and Botswana to remove a surcharge re-introduced by 
the latter on all goods imported from Zimbabwe. 


Botswana re-introduced the surcharge after Zimbabwe 
reneged on its pledge to remove a similar surcharge on 
goods imported from Botswana. 


As a result, the Botswana government had re-introduced 
the surcharge with effect from | April this year, the 
Botswana High Commissioner to Zimbabwe, Mr. 
Phineas Makepe, said recently. 


“I know from the highest authorities that the Zimbabwe 
Government 1s reviewing its position. So I take it that 
the whole issue may be resolved in the near future,’ said 
Mr. Makepe. 


According to a 1956 trade agreement between Zimbabwe 
and Botswana, which was amended in 1988, the two 
countnes pledged that they would not impose surcharges 
on goods coming from either country. 


However, said Mr. Makepe, Zimbabwe had continued to 
levy the surcharge, prompting his government to re- 
impose its own surcharge. 


Mr. Makepe said although the move by his government 
was against the spirit of regional co-operation, Botswana 
felt disadvantaged because Zimbabwe was levying a 
surcharge on imports from that country. 


“Botswana wanted the surcharge from Zimbabwe to be 
dropped, but when this did not happen, 1 had no 
alternative but to gazette a re-introduction of the sur- 
charge on goods imported from Zimbabwe,” he said. 


* Electricity Authority Orders Computer Systems 
YIAF1168A Harare THE HERALD in English 
9 May Yi pill 


[Text] In the largest deal of its kind in Zimbabwe to date, 

the Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Authority (ZESA) 

ordered computer equipment and services worth nearly 
22 milhon from Infotech in February. 
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The contract calls for the supply,, installation and com- 
missioning of computer hardware and software for 
ZESA’s management information systems. 


ZESA has ordered seven IBM AS/400 computers, 
attached to which will be some 140 workstations, 
including a number of IBM PS/2 microcomputers. The 
hard currency portion of the purchase is to be funded by 
a loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, a World Bank agency. 


Mr. Evans Sanhokwe, MIS manager of ZESA, said the 
equipment would be installed over a | 2-month penod at 
area offices and power stations in Harare, Bulawayo, 
Gweru, Mutare, Chinhoyi, Hwange and Kariba. 


The contract also involves the integration of software 
packages from various sources, including Olympic Soft- 
ware in the United Kingdom and Cecil Daffron Associ- 
ates in the United § tates. The latter company specialises 
in utility information and billing systems. Additional 
applications will be developed as a joint venture between 
ZESA and Infotech. 


Mr. John Dawson, Infotech’s managing director, said: 
“The most important function of the new equipment will 
be to provide ZESA with a consumer information and 
billing system. In addition, there will be some 20 addi- 
tional applications ranging from financial to operational 
database to assist ZESA management in its operations 
and planning.” 


The $21.9 million contract includes a $5 million clause 
in respect of additional equipment that may be pur- 
chased at ZESA’s option. 


Mr. Dawson said Infotech was becoming increasingly 
involved in deals and orders for complex equipment and 
systems. 


“Gone are the days when most of our hardware sales 
came from supplying PCs. 


“Although this is still very much part of our business, we 
are now concentrating on larger deals such as the con- 
tract we have just signed with ZESA.” 


* Commercial Beef Herd Continues Decline 


9IAF1167E Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE. 
FARMING GAZETTE in English 25 Apr 91 p 29 


[Text] The commercial beef herd has plummeted from 
2.8 millon cattle in 1979 to 1.7 milhon in 1990 mainly 
due to unsatisfactory producer price increases over the 
years. 


According to the FMB [First Merchant Bank] quarterly 
guide to the economy released this week, the commercial 
herd was not expected to grow unless producer prices 
were set al more attractive levels. 


The bank says that the recent 25 percent producer pnce 
increase to cattle farmers was long overdue and would not 
be enough to permit the necessary long-term planning. 
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Last year the cold Storage Commission (CSC) slaugh- 
tered 300,000 head of cattle, 20,000 of which had been 
bought from communal farmers. The throughput was far 
below the parastatal’s slaughter capacity of 650,000 head 
per year. 


In an effort to increase throughput to the CSC, the 
quality incentive had been increased from 30 cents per 
kg to 50 cents per kg. It Sad also been reported that the 
authoritics were considernng banning the operations o*¢ 
private abattours, but the bank says that market sources 
claim that such a step would encourage more illegal meat 
into urban areas under unhygienic operations. 


It was also felt, it says, that throughput to the CSC will 
remain low as long as the wide pnrce differentials 
between the wholesale and producer pmce remains. 
“Due to this anomaly, private abattoirs can afford to pay 
far higher prices to producers and still make a profit.” 


The bank says that efforts to encourage more communal! 
farmers to increase their cattle offtake, which is currently 
2 percent of the communal herd, met with no success. 


More extension work and an input of sociological nature 
was necessary to boost cattle intake from the communal 
farmers as most of the herd from this sector was not held 
for commercial reasons, the bank says. 


An estimated 3,000 tonnes of beef were exported in 
1990, the bank says, of which 2,000 tonnes went to the 
Canary Islands, while the remainder was exported to 
regional markets. 


“Exports to Europe have resumed, but the catchment 
area for this market 1s now limited to the areas served by 
the Chinhoy: abattoir, including Makonde, Mvurwi and 
Bindura. As a result of this limit and other problems in 
the industry, some sources believe that beef exports will 
not be likely to increase this year,” the bank says 


* Record Rise in Beef Experts in 1990 


¥14F116°D Harare THE HERALD in English 
2Y Apr Yl p 3 


[Text] Zimbabwe expenenced an 87 percent increase in 
beef exports in 1990, which the Agncultural Marketing 
Authority i its 1990/91 beef situation and outlook 
report attmbuted to the establishment of alternative 
markets outside Europe 


The Cold Storage Commission [CSC] had established 
alternative markets in the Canary Islands, Mayottec, 
Mauritius, Mozambique and Seychelles after the suspen- 
sion of Zimbabwean beef exports to the European Com- 
munity in 1989. the report said. 


It said the CSC hoped to carry on with the new markets 
to avoid the “all eggs in one basket syndrome,” which 
had adversely affected the beef market after the outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease which led to the EC banning 
the import of Zimbabwean beef. 
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The EC ban on Zimbabwean beef was lifted in 
November 1990, and the CSC managed to ship 500 
tonnes of beef to Europe before the vear was out, it said 


Beef exports during 1990 earned the country about $23 
milhon in foreign currency, and a further $10 milhon 
from canned beef exports after the acquisition of Super 
Canners earher in 1990. 


Zimbabwe's beef foreign exchange carnings in 199! 
could reach $100 milhon after the resumption of beef 
exports to Europe and the increased beef quota under the 
Lome Convention IV from 8,100 to 9,100 tonnes, the 
report said. 


* National Railways Deficit Increases Sharply 
914F 11674 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 17 Apr 91 p 2 


[Text] The National Railways of Zimbabwe (NRZ) 
recorded a $34 million operating deficit in the last 
financial year, overturning a $4.8 milhon surplus 
achieved by the parastatal in 1989, NRZ chairman Mr. 
Byron Hove has sand. 


During the year under review, he said, the NRZ earned 
$345.7 millon, up from $267.3 milhon in 1989 but 
expenditure rose to $379.6 millon last year, compared to 
$262.5 million the previous year, leading to the deficit. 


Mr. Hove said an astronomical across-the-board pay mse 
in 1989. a wagon hire-interchange costing $41 million 
and the hire of locomotives at a cost of $12 milhon, were 
among the main factors that led to the deficit. 


He said expenditure during 1990 rose by $117 milhon 
over the previous year's levels, with salanes alone msing 
by $80.4 milhon from $58 milhon in 1989 to $338.4 
milhon. 


This, he said, was against a $78.4 milhon increase in 
revenue during the same penod, the bulk of which was a 
result of a 30 percent increase in freaght rates 


He said the NRZ had expenenced a higher demand for 
freight services last year than during the previous year, 
despite a 10-day stnke by workeis which brought oper- 
ations to a halt 


Mr. Hove said revenue earning tonnage alone increased 
from 13.2 million in 1989 to 13.9 milhon last vear, far 
more than the parastatal had budgeted for. 


But he said RMS a subsidiary of the NRZ, had an 
operating surplus of $1.3 milhon in 1990, a drop from 
$1.8 milhon the previous year. 


However, he said that the division's routes were uneco- 
nomical despite the achievement of a surplus. 
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* Trial Platinum Mine to Open in 1991 


91]AF1167B Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 4 Apr 91 p 1 


[Text] Following highly encouraging exploratory results, 
BHP-Utah International, a partner with Delta Gold in 
the US$300 million Hartley platinum project near 
Chegutu, has brought forward plans to open a trial mine 
in the first half of this year. 


In terms of the October 1990 agreement between the two 
companies, BHP-Utah, a subsidiary of BHP-Utah Inter- 
national Inc. of San Francisco, had up to 30 months to 
complete drilling within the Chegutu area to confirm 
mineable ore reserves. 


During the 30-month period, Delta and BHP-Utah had 
planned to complete negotiations already underway with 
the Zimbabwe government for comprehensive invest- 
ment agreement. 


Delta spokeswoman, Ms. Barbara Landsberg, said in an 
interview that BHP-Utah’s exploratory results had so far 
been either the same as theirs or better. They had now 
decided to bring forward their plans later this year to the 
first half of 1991. 


‘We hope that the mine will be running by the first half 
of 1991. They (BHP-Utah) are very committed to the 
project.” 
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In terms of the agreement, BHP-Utah is entitled to earn 
67 percent in the Hartley platinum project after complet- 
ing—at its own expense—a confirmatory evaluation 
programme, and, subject to favourable results from this 
programme, by committing to develop a new mine at 
Hartley. 


Any further participation by local interests in Hartley, 
would be arranged by sale of part of Delta’s remaining 33 
percent share. 


Delta has identified mineable ore reserves of 37 million 
tonnes and resources of 60 million tonnes at Hartley, 
based on its own feasibility study. 


The study, which was based on hisiorical work on the 
property together with more recent drilling by Delta, 
demonstrated head grades of 4.74 g/t platinum group 
metals and gold, together with significant nickel and 


copper. 


The agreement also stipulates that the evaluation pro- 
gramme which comprises detailed drilling within the 
Hartley area will be followed by trial underground 
mining in order to optimise planned mining methods 
and to obtain sufficient ore material ultimately opti- 
mising concentrator and smelter design. 


If BHP-Utah decides at the end of the evaluation pro- 
gramme to develop a mine, it will fund all Delta’s share 
of Hartley capital cost requirements for the start of the 
commercial production. 


Delta will repay this funding from part of its share of 
production at Hartley, but at this point it has no other 
financial obligations to the joint venture. 
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Ivory Coast 


Four Presidents Arrive for Liberia Minisummit 


AB2906171591 Abidjan Radiodiffusion Ivoirienne 
Radio in French 1230 GMT 29 Jun 91 


[Text] An extraordinary meeting on Liberia of member 
countries of the Economic Community of West African 
States opens today in Yamoussoukro. For more infor- 
mation, we have on the line our special correspondent, 
Nicolas Sagou: 


[Begin Sagou recording] Indeed, the four presidents that 
were expected arrived this morning. Let me give you 
their names by order of arrival: Sir Dawda Jawara, 
president of the Republic of The Gambia; Blaise Com- 
paore, president of Burkina Faso; Gnassingbe Eyadema, 
president of the Republic of Togo; and Ibrahim 
Babangida, president of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
and current OAU chairman. They all arrived in Yamous- 
soukro this morning. 


It would be superfluous to tell you that these four 
presidents were welcomed with all the warmth that is 
characteristic of the inhabitants of Yamoussoukro. 
Immediately after the welcoming ceremonies, the fou: 
presidents went to the guest house where the president of 
the Republic was waiting for them. President Babangida 
then answered some journalists’ questions. 


Concerning the purpose of this summit, Mr. Babangida 
said that they have come to Yamoussoukro to greet 
President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, who is a wise man, 
and also to benefit from his advice. They have come to 
Yamoussoukro to discuss economic issues and other 
questions that were discussed at the last OAU summit 
and to analyze problems concerning our subregion. 


Regarding the Liberian issue, which, according to what 
we have been told here, is going to be the main topic of 
the discussions, President Babangida said: We are cer- 
tain that solutions are going to be found. In fact, we have 
come to look for and find solutions to the various 
conflicts including Southern Africa, the integration of 
our continent, and our economic problems. 


Regarding the Liberian issue, the chairman elect of the 
committee responsible for finding a happy solution to 
this problem, Gambian President Sir Dawda Jawara, 
said: We have come to meet with President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny in order, we hope, to find a solution 
to this issue. We also hope that the interim president of 
Liberia, Mr. Amos Sawyer. 2nd Charles Taylor will join 
us here at the end of this summit so that together we can 
find a happy solution to this Liberian problem. 


The four heads of state and President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny will have lunch together soon at the Hotel Le 
President. As for the summit itself, it will open this 
afternoon. [end recording] 
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Liberia’s Sawyer Arrives 
AB3006081891 Paris AFP in English 0328 GMT 
30 Jun 91 


[Text] Yamoussoukro, Ivory Coast, June 30 (AFP)}— 
President Felix Houphouet-Boigny on Saturday lunched 
with the presidents of four African countries but was 
forced to postpone for a day a mini-summit on Liberia 
because the Liberian rebel leader, Charles Taylor, failed 
to show up. 


Officials said Mr. Taylor, president of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia, which controls most of the 
country, was expected to arrive on Sunday. Amos 
Sawyer, Liberia’s interim president, arrived Saturday 
afternoon. 


Mr. Houphouet-Boigny had lunch, and an initial round 
of talks, with General Ibrahim Babangida, president of 
Nigeria and of the Organization of African Unity; Sir 
Dawda Jawara, president of Gambia and of the Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States (ECOWAS); 
Captain Blaise Compaore, Burkina Faso’s leader; and 
the president of Togo, General Gnassingbe Eyadema. 


The five West African leaders gathered for a new attempt 
to end Liberia’s long-running political crisis, which has 
already cost over 15,000 lives since December 1989. 
Since August 1990, 7,000 members of a West African 
peace-keeping force have been stationed in Liberia and 
created a buffer zone around the capital. 


Taylor Arrives; Summit To Start 


AB3006 130391 Abidjan Radiodiffusion Ivoirienne 
Radio in French 1245 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[Text] The Yamoussoukro peace talks on Liberia can 
now take off. Charles Taylor, the leader of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia who had been expected si'ice 
yesterday, has arrived in Yamoussoukro. The delibera- 
tions of the minisummit are therefore expected to start 
this afternoon. The heads of state of Nigeria, The Gam- 
bia, Burkina Faso, and Togo, as well as Liberian interim 
President Amos Sawyer, have been in Yamoussoukro 
since yesterday. 


Talks Reportedly Begin 


AB3006142091 Abidjan Radiodiffusion Ivoirienne 
Radio in French 1400 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[Text] The African minisummit on the political situation 
in Liberia eventually opened in Yamoussoukro at | 300, 
shortly after the arrival of Charles Taylor, leader of the 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia. It will be recalled 
that the heads of state of Nigeria, The Gambia, Burkina 
Faso, and Togo, as well as Liberian interim President 
Amos Sawyer, are currently in Yamoussoukro. 
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Sawyer, Taylor Promise Peace 


AB3006153091 Abidjan Radiodiffusion Ivoirienne 
Radio in French 1500 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[Text] The deliberations of the African minisummit on 
the political situation in Liberia, which opened at 1300 
in Yamoussoukro, has just ended. The two opponents, 
Amos Sawyer and Charles Taylor, have promised and 
assured the other African heads of state that henceforth 
they will make peace in Liberia. 


Houphouet-Boigny Comments 


AB3006221591 Abidjan Radiodiffusion Ivoirienne 
Radio in French 1930 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[Excerpts] The Yamoussoukro minisummit is a logical 
follow-up to the 27th OAU summit held a month ago in 
Abuja, Nigeria, during which all African heads of state 
were asked to do all they could to bring peace to all the 
hotbeds of tension that continue to persist on our conti- 
nent, notably the situation in Liberia. It is therefore not 
surprising that all five heads of state at this summit 
replied positively to President Houphouet-Boigny’s invi- 
tation: General Ibrahim Babangida, president of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria and current OAU chairman; 
Sir Dawda Jawara, Gambian president and current 
chairman of the Economic Community of West African 
States; General Gnassingbe Eyadema, president of the 
Republic of Togo; Captain Blaise Compaore, Burkinabe 
head of state; and Amos Sawyer, Liberian interim pres- 
ident. 


Charles Taylor, whose arrival was often in doubt, 
answered President Houphouet-Boigny’s invitation. He 
arrived late this morning in Yamoussoukro. This 
explains the fact that the summit, which should have 
been held yesterday, finally took place today at about 
1330 GMT. [passage omitted] 


They all came to Yamoussoukro to seek the means likely 
to bring peace to Liberia after a situation that has lasted 
for nearly two years resulting in the death of nearly 
100,000 people and several hundreds of thousands of 
refugees. Our country alone is playing host to over 
80,000 of these Liberian refugees. Obviously the situa- 
tion is disturbing. That is why the Yamoussoukro 
meeting is perceived by observers as being the summit of 
hope, the hope for a real and lasting peace in Liberia. 


The presence of Amos Sawyer and Charles Taylor in 
Yamoussoukro, in any case, gives room to presage that 
the two men are more than determined to end the war in 
their country. They not only manifested but also stated 
loud and clear that they are henceforth determined to 
end their quarrel. According to Mr. Sawyer, this day of 
30 June is a great day not only for Liberia but for all of 
Africa. The peace that has just been sealed between 
Taylor and me, he said, is not on! a peace for Liberia 
but peace for the whole Africa) Continent. Charles 
Taylor, for his part, hoped tha! the devil who has 
inhabited Liberia for months will se chased out for good. 
The Yamoussoukro summit thus represents, in his view, 
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the dawn of a new era, an era of reconciliation and 
veritable peace among the brother enemies. 


Maybe there will be peace in Liberia soon. This is the 
fecling that most observers in Yamoussoukro had. It is 
thus justifiable that President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, 
the initiator of this meeting, expressed joy on behalf of 
all the other heads of state present on the smooth 
running and the satisfactory results of this summit: 


[Houphouet-Boigny] I made an urgent, brotherly appeal 
to Sawyer and Taylor. We are not judges. We are 
brothers. Our duty is to reconcile them. We have 
declared that there is no winner apart from only one, 
Liberia, which must recover its peace thanks to its 
children who have been reconciled today in Yamoussou- 
kro. 


For a little side story: This is the first time in my life that 
I am meeting Taylor and Amos Sawyer. This is the first 
time. I am very happy to have met them. They are good 
brothers. They have listened to our brotherly advice: 
peace, both for Liberia and Africa, and—why not?—for 
the world, which is watching us. Our meeting was held 
under the sign of peace, and we have succeeded. We are 
very proud for them and for ourselves. 


{Agou] The Yamoussoukro minisummit also decided on 
establishing, within a few days, a committee of coordi- 
nation and follow-up of the decisions made toward a 
veritable peace in Liberia. The picture that most 
observers at this summit will keep ts the very significant 
one of Amos Sawyer and Charles Taylor smiling, 
embracing each other, and—as if imploring the omnip- 
otent to allow peace to return to their country—standing 
hand in hand, their arms raised toward the heavens. 


So will Yamoussoukro conquer what many people saw as 
an irreparable fact, the situation in Liberia? The coming 
weeks and months will tell. 


Sawyer, Taylor Comment 


AB3006224691 Abidjan Television Ivoirienne in French 
2100 GMT 30 Jun 91 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] Regarding political issues at 
the Yamoussoukro minisummit, Liberia was the main 
topic, as demonstrated by the presence of Amos Sawyer 
and Mr. Charles Taylor. We still remember the horrible 
pictures of children, men, and women fleeing the atroc- 
ities and extortions committed here and there in Liberia 
during the civil war. [passage omitted] 


A big day and total satisfaction—these words accurately 
describe this meeting, which the various participants 
described as successful: 


[Begin recording] [Sawyer, in English with simultaneous 
French translation] I think this is a very important day 
when in a truly African tradition the elder statesmen, the 
leaders of the subregion, have called us together here. | 
must say that effectively, this is something that we shall 
always remember because today’s peace is not only a 
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two-man peace but peace for the entire subregion. | will 
even say that it 1s a peace for all of Africa, and as such we 
can only thank, first, OAU Chairman President 
Babangida for all the efforts that he has made. We 
cannot go on without mentioning the efforts by the 
current chairman of the Economic Community of West 
African States, Dawda Jawara, and also our dean, the 
president of Ivory Coast, His Excellency President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny, who personally hosted this meeting 
in Yamoussoukro. We also want to take this opportunity 
to thank President Eyadema, without forgetting Presi- 
dent Compaore, who for a long time has also worked for 
peace in our country, Liberia. 


[Taylor, in English with simultaneous French transla- 
tion] We are happy to be in this city of peace, Yamous- 
soukro, and to be in the presence of my father, President 
Houphouet-Boigny of Ivory Coast, and my other bigger 
brothers of this region: President Babangida, President 
Eyadema, President Jawara, and President Compaore. 
President Houphouet-Boigny has been very instrumental 
in bringing us together today for a meeting that has 
enabled me to meet with my brother, Mr. Sawyer. This 
meeting has been arranged by President Houphouet- 
Boigny, who is a man of peace, a man who is respected 
not only by Africa but by the entire world, and once 
again he has demonstrated this quality here in front of us 
all and before you all. 


I must say that I have not been disappointed in coming 
to Yamoussoukro. In fact, when I was about to come 
here and upon my arrival, I told you that I did not have 
much to say. In fact, all | wanted to do was to listen to the 
heads of state, listen to President Houphouet-Boigny, 
and take inspiration from his immense wisdom. Actually 
Dr. Sawyer and myself are both Liberians. We have 
always been Liberians and we will always be Liberians. 
Liberia is our country, and I would like to say that it 1s 
rather unfortunate that this country has been visited by 
the devil. As you know, when the devil comes to a 
country, this country must be in torment. Now I think 
that the time has come for the devi! to go away. The devil 
must leave Liberia so that the good Lord can come and 
settle there. 


My brother Mr. Sawyer and I are going to leave this 
beautiful city of Yamoussoukro. We will leave here 
united, having as our only concern peace in Liberia. 
{Words indistinct] our country and that is the only 
subject of our deliberations. I thank you, I thank my 
elders here who have helped us to work. | know they 
have established a commission that will take care of the 
details, details that will effectively lay the foundations 
for a durable peace in our country. [applause] [end 
recording] 


{Paris AFP in English at 1905 GMT in a Yamoussoukro- 
datelined item adds the following: “The two Libenan 
leaders drove off in the same official car from the 
$1x-nation summit, but no official statement was forth- 
coming, nor any detailed indication of a possible polit- 
ical agreement.”’} 
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Student Vandalism Reported in Abidjan District 


AB2806205091 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 27 Jun 91 p 4 


[Article by Laman Bakayoko] 


[Text] Once again there was vandalism yesterday 
morning in Yopougon [district of Abidjan]. About 200 
demonstrators composed mainly of students of the 
Municipal High School formed three groups which pro- 
ceeded to vandalize property. 


City Hall offices were ransacked. Two cars were dam- 
aged; the occupants of one of them, a man and his wife, 
had come to the mayor's office to register the birth of 
their child. 


Despite the man’s supplications, the horde of demon- 
Strators began throwing stones at the vehicle. The 
woman and her newborn were hurt. 


Another group attacked the Keneya Pharmacy, practi- 
cally all of whose windows were shattered. Worse, the 
demonstrators picked up a Toyota Starlet car in front of 
this pharmacy and brought it near the Mobil station 
where it was burned. It was totally burned. 


The movement reportedly started within the Municipal 
High School at about 0845 when the group asked that 
exams be postponed, it was said. But very quickly, things 
assumed such proportions that the high school author- 
ties preferred to evacuate the school to avoid complica- 
tions. 


This action possibly displeased some of the students, 
who began returning to their respective homes. Their 
numbers increased on the main streets and they finally 
attacked public property uncontrollably. Some students 
smashed the windshield of a student bus at the 
Yopougon University residence hall. The university stu- 
dents immediately chased them. They are determined to 
protect their privileges—those who vandalized four 
buses last week at the Company for the Financ:al Man- 
agement of Housing bus terminal in Abobo [district of 
Abidjan] following the prime minister's speech. 


About 200 students burned the building that hosts the 
radio, the sound system, the entire electrical network, 
and operational documents 


Paper Views Situation at University, Solutions 
AB280620459) Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 27 Jun 91 p 4 


[Article by P.M. Abiali] 


[Text] Two days after implementing the requisition 
decree, nothing has changed at the university: Teachers 
still do not show up. At the Medical School, however, 
fourth- and sixth-year students were seen attending 
classes normally. If this could serve as an example to the 
other faculties, the university could resume its normal 
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tempo and exams could be organized. In this connection, 
the chancellor remarked that if classes completely 
resume, the University Council could meet to examine 
the possibility of postponing examination dates. 


In general, another possibility can be examined to enable 
the university to make up for the tardiness caused by the 
disturhances: the possibility of all the parties concerned 
coming to an understanding to end the academic year. A 
showdown between the teachers union and the govern- 
ment must be avoided by all means. According to 
various sources, it appears that the National Union for 
Research and Higher Education [Synares] wants to 
toughen its position by asking the strikers to come to 
classes but not to teach. If this is true, one might ask the 
Synares why it cannot ask the students and teachers to 
resume classes before the government reviews its stand. 
By so doing, the Synares, a body which must now be 
dealt with, could ease this situation which is detrimental 
to all. 


Government Postpones BECP, Baccalaureate Exams 


AB2806220091 Abidjan Radiodiffusion lvoirienne 
Radio in French 1930 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[Government communique issued in Abidjan on 28 
June] 


[Text] In order to enable secondary school students to 
prepare in convenience and serenity for the various final 
exams, the government has decided to postpone the First 
Cycle School Certificate [BEPC] and the Baccalaureate 
according to the following schedule: 


BEPC: Oral exams will be held from 8 to !0 July instead 
of from | to 3 July. The written exams will take place 
from 29 to 31 July instead of from 17 to 19 July. 


Baccalaureate: Oral exams will take place from 15 to 17 
July instead of from 5 to 8 July. The written exams will 
take place from 22 to 25 July instead of from 9 to 13 
July. 


The date for the competitive exam for entrance to Grade 
One has been maintained for 4 July. 


Togo 


‘Mysterious Troop Movements’ Reported in Lome 


AB2806173091 London BBC World Service in English 
1518 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Mysterious troop movements in Lome, the Togo 
capital, overnight and the seizure of the radio and 
television station by soldiers in the early hours of this 
morning—immediate fears of some kind of a coup, 
particularly as the country is edging its way toward 
multiparty democracy. As it turned out, it seems that the 
soldiers might have had other things on their minds 
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rather than politics. Mark Doyle asked our correspon- 
dent in Lome, Godwin Ebo. what has been going on: 


[Begin recording] [Ebo] There was some amount of 
confusion this morning in the capital of Lome when 
there were unusual troop movements. Later on, a group 
of soldiers stormed the broadcasting house, drove out all 
journalists and technicians working in the place, and 
briefly occupied the place. But they made no radio 
announcement and music continued to be played for 
over three hours on Radio Togo. 


[Doyle] Why did they occupy the broadcasting house? 


[Ebo}] Well indeed that action brought in fears of a 
possible coup, but the fears were dispelled later when a 
communique was issued by the authorities and it now 
seems that members of the Togolese Armed Forces had 
indeed taken an unprecedented decision to embark on 
strike action to back up their demand for more pay and 
housing allowance. 


[Doyle] So was the occupation of the broadcasting house 
then part of this mutiny of strike for better conditions? 


[Ebo] Indeed yes. The occupation of broadcasting house 
was part of the strategy to demand pay increases. 


[Doyle] Now are the soldiers still there at the radio 
station” 


[Ebo} Weill the group of soldiers who came in the 
morning have gone away, leaving behind the normal, 
you know, military personnel who guard the broad- 
casting and radio-television precincts. 


[Doyle] So has everything returned to normal now? 


[Ebo] Well life has returned to normal in the capital of 
Lome. Transportation is moving freely and commerce 
has bounced back, but there seems to be some amount of 
confusion still in the barracks. 


[Doyle] What sort of confusion in the barracks? 


[Ebo] Well unconfirmed reports say that the soldiers are 
holding the chief of defense staff, Brigadier General 
Konfo, as hostage pending the arrival of President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema, who is believed to be in his 
hometown, Piya, in the north, on his way to Cote 
d'Ivoire for the ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] minisummit on Liberia. 


[Doyle] So it is assumed that Eyadema will not, in fact, 
be going to that minisummit now, and he will be staying 
at home to sort out this problem”? 


[Ebo] Well it 1s not immediately clear whether President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema will come back from Piya or 
whether he will proceed to Cote d'Ivoire, but it appears 
the situation is slightly under control and he will proceed 
to Cote d'Ivoire. 


[Doyle] Now if this report of the chief of the Army Staff 
being held by his own soldiers in the barracks turns out 
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to be true, would that also be, do you think, part of the 
mutiny of strike over paying conditions for the soldiers? 


[Ebo] Certainly yes. That will be part of the strike action 
in demand of more pay and housing allowance by the 
soldiers. [end recording] 


Well the Togo opposition might be forgiven for thinking 
that there could be something deeper in it all than the 
mutiny over pay, particularly at such a sensitive time in 
the democratic process following the postponement of 
the national conference this week. On the line, Josephine 
Hazely asked Professor Neneve of the opposition coali- 
tion if he was surprised by the soldiers’ action this 
morning: 


[Begin recording] [Neneve] We are half surprised 
because we knew that some of them were trying to stop 
the democracy process in Togo. They were ready to have 
power with President Eyadema because they feared that 
a civil government will not give them enough advantage. 


{[Hazely] Does it mean then from what you are saying 
that you do not believe that they took over the station 
because they wanted more and better conditions of 
service alone? 


{[Neneve] For the moment we have to believe that it is 
the only one reason, but we knew in the morning that 
some of them were saying that President Eyadema has to 
be thrown away from power and others were saying that 
the democratic process has to be stopped. So for the 
moment we do not know whether they are only for the 
salary demands or not. 


{[Hazely]} So I take it then that the opposition in Togo are 
quite worried about some... 


{Neneve, interrupting] Yes, quite worried, and we have 
to tell them that it is not useful to try to stop the 
democratic process. Everybody must know that the 
democratization is on the way and it cannot be stopped 
now. [end recording] 


President Eyadema To Meet Demands of Soldiers 


AB2806215091 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 28 Jun 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There was confusion in Lome, the Togolese cap- 
ital, this morning when soldiers took over the radio 
Station. Was it a coup or a mutiny? Eventually the 
soldiers left the radio station and it looked as though 
they were protesting over a pay demand, but what 
happened to the Army chief of staff was unclear. There 
have been reports that the disgruntled soldiers had 
seized him and that this afternoon, President Eyadema 
himself dropped a bombshell into the affair. Mark Doyle 
asked Godwin Ebo in Lome what happened: 


[Begin recording] [Ebo] Well we understand that in 
principle President Eyadema had instructed that the 
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demands of the soldiers should be met. We also hear that 
a delegation of soldiers are meeting him in his home 
town in Piya. 


[Doyle] That is in the north of Togo? 


[Ebo] In northern Togo, yes. This means that he will be 
meeting them before he goes to Cote d’Ivoire—that is, if 
he has made up his mind to attend the ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of West African States] min- 
isummit on Liberia. 


[Doyle] What about the situation in the military barracks 
there in Lome where there were reports that the soldiers 
who are mutinying over pay had kidnapped the head of 
the Armed Forces or something of that nature—what 1s 
happening there? 


[Ebo] The pervasive rumor is that the head of the Army 
has been held hostage pending the solution of the prob- 
lems of the soldiers, but I spoke to a top official right 
about a few minutes ago and he said that the head of the 
Army has no problem at all. Of course, that sounds a 
little bit mdiculous because he should be the man at the 
helm of affairs. So that is a bit debatable, but it does 
seem that there is a little bit of confusion in the Army 
barracks until the problem is eventually solved. Now 
that President Eyadema has said in principle that their 
demands should be met, of course, there is the belief that 
the situation will return to normal in the barracks. 


[Doyle] Now what actually were these soldiers’ 
demands’ 


[Ebo] Well I understand they were asking for housing 
allowance and medical care. They wanted about 15,000 
CFA francs for a month for housing allowance and 
medical care. Understandably, President Eyadema had 
approved of this, but it does appear that there was a 
problem somewhere along the line and the channel of 
communication was disrupted. 


[Doyle] Now how does this relate to the ongoing demo- 
cratic process in Lome, where a national conference 1s 
going to take place at some point in the future and 
multiparty democracy is going to come in? Are the 
soldiers—are their demands in any way related to that 
process? 


[Ebo] No. One would be very categorical in saying that 
the demands of the soldiers, their action has nothing to 
so whatsoever with the oagoing democratic process; in 
other words, not related whatsoever to the national 
conference. Initially we were afraid that the whole thing 
was going to culminate in a coup, but it appeared that the 
soldiers were more interested in their demands about 
housing allowance and medical care. But if—and this is 
a very big if—if their demands are not met in time, it 
would mean that the security situation of the country 
would be disrupted and that will affect, ultimately affect, 
the question of the timing of the national conference. But 
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one hopes that inevitably this will be solved in time to 
allow the national conference to take off when the 
decision has been taken. 


[Doyle] Now were these soldiers from any particular 
group in the country? I mean there have been some 
worries that President Eyadema’s own people are disap- 
pointed by this process towards a more democratic 
system. Or were the soldiers from all over the place? 


[Ebo] Well opinion is divided ultimately, and that is very 
significant. Opinion is divided on the question of a 
national conference. There are conservatives and radi- 
cals within the Army. There are those who, of course, 
favor the democratic process; there are those also who 
are very, very conservative who do not want to go in for 
change. But with regard to what is going on now, it 
appears that the Army is united, and it was a nationwide 
type of decision taken by the Army. 


[Doyle] So the soldiers who mutinied over pay were from 
any particular group? 


[Ebo] They were not from any particular group. I would 
hitherto say that, yes. [end recording] 


Meets With Soldiers in Piya 


AB2906120091 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 0615 GMT 29 Jun 91 


[Text] A group of soldiers, who came in jeeps yesterday 
morning to the Togolese Radio and Television Broad- 
casting House in Lome. succeeded in preventing normal 
broadcasting. This action was to back a salary-related 
demand, mainly the payment of housing allowances. 
When informed of the situation, the president of the 
Republic gave instructions for everything to return to 
normal immediately. Following this protest action, a 
delegation of all the sections of the Togolese Armed 
Forces was received yesterday afternoon at Piya by the 
head of state. The president of the Republic made it a 
point to listen to the grievances of this delegation. Here 
is our correspondent Donkor Balogoun from Radio 
Kara: 


[Begin recording] During this meeting, the spokesman of 
the junior officers and the rank and file, Master Sergeant 
(Gnindo Kapit Agnakou), presented the grievances of 
the soldiers to the president of the Republic and supreme 
commander of the Togolese Armed Forces in the fol- 
lowing terms: 


A letter for the attention of the supreme commander of 
the Armed Forces—the supreme commander of the 
Armed Forces, generals, senior officers, other officers, 
senior subofficers, dear colleague junior officers, and the 
rank and file: 


On behalf of all my colleague junior officers a = ne rank 
and file present here or absent, I have the honor to yield 
the floor and to tell you that our country is experiencing 
difficult political times, and it is not in the Armed 
Forces’ interest to be divided and to honor, in dispersed 
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ranks, the invitation of this country at a time when it 
needs us. Our Army must remain united, more than in 
the past, in order to continue to win. This is why I want 
to reassure you that the expression of these grievances 
compiled from various sections, which have been bit- 
terly murmured about daily in the halls by the junior 
officers and the rank and file who constitute the nucleus 
of these Togolese Armed Forces which you have person- 
ally created from scratch, is far from being an act of 
revolt, much less a military revolution. 


It is far from that notion, and I can emphasize that 
nobody wanted to foment a coup d’etat and that nobody 
wanted to express a wish for a change of regime. Our 
action is one of subordinate officers’ hands reaching 
toward their only commander, General Eyadema; the 
outstretched hands of we, your sons, toward their only 
father, Daddy Eyadema, to demand their rights con- 
cerning the officers. The error for which we blame you is 
to have placed too much confidence in people who, 
unfortunately, are trampling us, brutalizing us, and tor- 
turing us morally and intellectually in the name of 
military discipline. After all, is Eyadema a god or a devil 
who can be omnipresent and see what is happening? 
What can he do alone, while his entire entourage is only 
seeking to deceive him? My general, as you can see, since 
1979 at the House of the Rally of the Togolese People 
during the trial of former Major Sanvee, I have not 
changed. Remember, my general, after congratulating 
you for your policy of [words indistinct] in particular the 
paving of the Atakpame-Badou road on which my father 
had often traveled after the local bridges collapsed, I 
accused you of having granted too many benefits to your 
officers—gifts of meat, of produce from your own farms. 


What do you expect them to do with their fat salaries, if 
not to [words indistinct] against you? This is why, in 
order to prevent the breaking up of the atmosphere of 
peace, which you have personally introduced by making 
thousands of sacrifices, and in particular in order to 
prevent civilians from knowing what is happening in 
your house of this great military family, please consider 
the grievances which we have come to bring to your 
personal attention so that a compromise can be found to 
calm everyone's mind through a frank dialogue with us, 
your sons, in order to avoid generalized discontent later 
in the barracks. 


Please accept, without a lurking thought of revenge, the 
expression of these grievances, because you are our 
father, the only parent that loves us and listens to us with 
much attention. This is an occasion for the junior 
officers and the rank and file, who are the nucleus of the 
Armed Forces, to reassure you of their unflinching 
commitment. May God grant you long life, very, very 
long life, so that you will always remain at the head of 
our country until the last hair on your head turns gray. 
You will thus become the [words indistinct] man since 
the existence of our country. God will give you the 
strength and the courage to save all these miserable 
junior officers and the rank and file. Finally, we call on 
you to listen to us, as you did 10 years ago, because we 
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are with the masses. We are in permanent contact with 
the population, which has only one wish—that Eyadema 
should sweep away his entire entourage. 


At this time of democracy, whose wind is slightly 
blowing across the Armed Forces, it is only the confron- 
tation of ideas that must be [word indistinct] and take 
the step over violence, the use of force, and intimidation. 
Thus, nobody has the right to be annoyed at this time of 
truth. Also, do not see us as bandits or drug addicts 
because, as I wrote in the JEUNE AFRIQUE magazine 
No. 833 of 24 December 1976 on the absurdity of the 
Togo-Ghana border, I quote myself: And every where in 
the world, every people without border [words indis- 
tinct] and all problems can be adapted to current 
demands, unquote. 


Therefore this is the appropriate time for us soldiers and 
those who are not officers of Togo. Finally, those who are 
not officers expressed the urgent wish that solutions be 
found to all their grievances quickly before the national 
forum because in the current turbulent political situa- 
tion, if you decide one day by surprise and without our 
advice that the Armed Forces should unfortunately 
return to the barracks, the civilians of the transitional 
government will dare tell us that our problem 1s a purely 
military problem that does not concern them and that we 
should take our complaints back to the barracks. What 
will we do then? It will be too late, and we will break 
everything. 
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Finally, my general, through me, all the rank and file and 
junior officers want to reassure you of their desire, all 
their energy, all their intellectual and physical capabili- 
ties, more than ever before, so that we can continue to 
play the role of [words indistinct] the ideological gains of 
our predecessor, namely, General Gnassingbe Eyadema. 


[Signed] Master Sergeant (Gnindo Kapit Agnakou), Reg- 
istration No. 3304-DAD Issued in Lome on 30 April 
1991 [date as heard] 


Speaking on the occasion, the president of the Republic 
stated in particular that he has taken note of their 
grievances but that he disproved of the path chosen to 
make them heard, by abruptly entering the radio pre- 
mises thus not only preventing the journalists and the 
technicians from doing their jobs but also sowing fear 
and panic among the peaceful Lome population. The 
head of state emphasized that the Armed Forces consti- 
tute a great family within which hierarchy is and must be 
respected, whatever the case. 


Finally, the president of the Republic promised them 
that their grievances would be examined and that an 
answer would be given to them. At the end of the 
meeting with the head of state, the delegation promised 
that the rank and file would not present their problem in 
this way again. [end recording] 
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